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Purpose and scope

This conferencewill cover al aspeds of ecolabels
for foods and aher agricultural products. The term
“ealabel” will beinterpreted broadly, meaning
any label, such as “certified organic”, intended to
convey that aproduct is preferable regarding
either environmental protedion, biodiversity and
wildlife, animal welfare, social justice, local
origin, a any other asped of emlogicd and social
sustainabili ty.

This conferenceis aresporse to the rapidly
growing use of ecolabels, which has raised severa
questions. How credible are they? How can labels
motivated by borafide environmenta concern be
distinguished from thaose that are just a marketing
ploy? How well do consumers understand them,
and hav much confidence do they have in them?
What are the gopropriate roles of government and
private organizations in setting standards and
enforcing compli ance?

I ntended audience

The onferenceisintended for people from a
range of organizations and institutions:

» Companiesthat already use emlabels, or are
considering them

» Environmental organizations that off er
ewlabels

* Inspedion and certification bodes

» Consumer-related unversity departments
* Private market research organizations

» Consumer interest groups

» Government agencies that ded with food
|abeling and marketing, such as USDA, FDA,
FTC, and state departments of agriculture

» National andinternational agencies concerned
with world trade in food

Overview of the program

Half the program will consist of plenary sessons
feauring nationally and internationally known
speakers aswell as panel discusgons deding with
major palicy issues. The other half will consist of
parallel sessonsfor contributed papers, anda
paoster sesson. Themes for these sessons include:

 Descriptions of existing ealabeling programs
» Effedivenessand credibility of ecolabels

» Comparisons of different ealabelsfor the
same products

» Domestic andinternational padlicy issues

» Understanding consumers' choices regarding
ewlabels

» Marketing strategies for ecolabels
» Labelsrelating to socia justice

» Certified organic: the oldest and lest-known
eolabel

Schedule

The monferencebegins at 9:00 AM, Thursday,
November 7, and adjourns at 3:30 PM, Saturday,
November 9. Thursday evening thereisa
receotion (6:00 PM - 7:00 PM), bu no organized
adivity afterwards. Friday evening thereisa
banquet with a program that we promise will be
not only informative but aso highly entertaining.

For further information

For information onregistration and hdel rooms,
visit http://nutriti on.tufts.edw/'conted/ewl abels

For questions onregistration a other logisticd
matters, please email us at ecol abel s@tufts.edu.

For questions regarding the program, please
contad the mnference dair, Willi e Lockeretz
(willi e.lockeretz@tufts.edu)



