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Citizens gather at Kraft foods headquarters and call on company to Remove ENGINEERED ingredients

Group releases test results finding genetically engineered soy in Kraft products and indications that Kraft may be phasing out genetically engineered corn

Northfield, Illinois—Today, consumer activists and farmers gathered outside of Kraft Food’s headquarters with grocery carts full of Kraft products, demanding that Kraft take back these unlabeled products. This is the third national event this year that activists have held calling on Kraft Foods to remove genetically engineered ingredients from their foods. Leafleting events and demonstrations are also being held this week by consumers at nearly 200 locations across the U.S. and Canada. 

It appears that Kraft may be starting to heed consumer concerns. The Genetically Engineered Food Alert coalition recently tested four Kraft products for the presence of genetically engineered corn, and found none of the products to contain genetically engineered corn. This is especially significant since laboratory tests commissioned by the coalition in January found six products to contain genetically engineered corn. It appears that Kraft may be phasing out the use of genetically engineered corn in response to consumer concern about the risks posed by genetically engineered corn and the risks highlighted by the StarLink™ corn contamination of Kraft products. Product samples that lab results indicate do not contain engineered corn include: Post Honey Bunches of Oats with Strawberries, Post Alpha Bits, Fig Newtons, and Barnum’s Animal Crackers.

This would not be the first time that Kraft has dealt with controversy over their use of genetically engineered foods. Consumer demand in Europe convinced Kraft Foods to remove genetically engineered ingredients from their European products as long ago as 1999. The company has yet to publicly offer such alternatives in the United States. 

“Kraft may finally be listening to American consumers and removing some genetically engineered ingredients from their products as they have already done in Europe,” stated Lisa Archer, grassroots coordinator for Friends of the Earth, a member group of the Genetically Engineered Food Alert coalition. “The company is aware of the public health and environmental risks posed by genetically engineered ingredients. We call on Kraft to make known their plans to remove these ingredients from their products and stop keeping consumers in the dark.”  

The coalition also tested two products for the presence of genetically engineered soy, and found genetically engineered soy in both Shake‘n Bake mix, the crispy chicken nuggets variety, and in Kraft’s Balance Bars. Kraft purchased Balance Bars in 2000 to give the company a strong entry into the quickly growing nutrition/energy bar category. Kraft’s other line of natural food products, Boca burgers, tested positive for genetically engineered soy in tests commissioned by Genetically Engineered Food Alert in January 2002. None of these foods contain labels indicating that they contain genetically engineered ingredients.

“Kraft products have again been found to contain genetically engineered ingredients, and Kraft’s customers have a right to return food products that they deem unsafe,” said Marla Rose of Earthsave Chicago, a local activist and mother participating in the Chicago rally. “If Kraft will not remove genetically engineered ingredients, then we don’t want to eat their foods. We certainly do not want to feed these foods to our children.”

In September 2000, through independent testing, the coalition found StarLink™, a genetically engineered corn not approved for human consumption because of concerns that it has characteristics of known allergens, in Taco Bell brand taco shells, a Kraft product. Following this discovery, Kraft recalled millions of boxes of taco shells and switched from yellow corn to non-engineered white corn to avoid further contamination. Kraft also called on government agencies to set stronger regulations of genetically engineered foods, but new engineered crops are moving toward the market without being independently safety tested, and without labels. 

Today there are new risks posed to the food supply, as crops known as biopharmaceuticals are now being engineered to produce prescription drugs or industrial chemicals. Over 300 open-air field trials of biopharmaceutical crops have been conducted across the country to date, posing significant risk to neighboring food crops.  The only way for Kraft to ensure that their foods do not become contaminated with biopharmaceuticals is to work with the food industry to convince the regulators to prohibit open-air cultivation.

The Genetically Engineered Food Alert coalition and allies are demonstrating at grocery stores and Kraft offices around the country this week in an effort to draw attention to the public health and environmental concerns associated with genetically engineered foods, and to inform consumers that Kraft products they are feeding to their families may contain genetically engineered ingredients. Kraft is the largest food company in the U.S., with products that can be found in more than 99% of American households.

“As children across the country go back to school, often packing their lunches with Kraft products, we urge Kraft Foods to protect public health and remove genetically engineered ingredients from all of their products,” said Kate Madigan, Safe Foods Advocate for the State PIRGs, member group of Genetically Engineered Food Alert. “We call on Kraft to remove these ingredients unless they are adequately tested, labeled, and liability standards are in place; and to inform the public of steps they are already taking to do so.”

###
Communications by the coalition to Kraft Foods as well as test results may be found at the coalition website, www.gefoodalert.org
Genetically Engineered Food Alert, a coalition of health, consumer and environmental groups, supports the removal of genetically engineered ingredients from grocery store shelves unless they are adequately safety tested and labeled.  The campaign provides web-based opportunities for individuals to express concern about genetically engineered food and fact sheets on health, environmental and economic information about genetically engineered food.  

Genetically Engineered Food Alert founding members include: Center for Food Safety, Friends of the Earth, Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy, National Environmental Trust, Organic Consumers Association, Pesticide Action Network North America, and the State Public Interest Research Groups. The campaign is endorsed by more than 250 scientists, religious leaders, doctors, chefs, environmental and health leaders, as well as farm groups. 
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NOT IN MY KITCHEN!







