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HEADLINES

Blandin cuts 298 jobs, 2 machines

BY CRAIG LINCOLN

NEWS TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER

PAPER MILL:Aging machines and falling profit margins lead to the layoffs in Grand Rapids.

Grand Rapids is the latest Minnesota mill town to be hammered by paper industry woes.

Blandin Paper Co. announced Wednesday it has permanently stopped using two of four machines that manufacture paper. The resulting layoffs will affect 298 of Blandin's 800 workers. Of those, 265 are hourly workers and 33 are salaried.

http://www.duluthsuperior.com/mld/duluthsuperior/news/4903468.htm

-------------------------------

Farming for wildlife: Landowners trade plows for programs that pay off in habitat production

BY CHRIS NISKANEN

ST. PAUL PIONEER PRESS

OKABENA, Minn. - For most of his life, Dale Aden farmed the rich soils of his native Jackson County the way everyone else did -- he grew corn and soybeans. He tilled nearly all of his 320 acres outside Okabena, even marginal land that was prone to flooding from nearby Okabena Creek.

But four years ago, as he was nearing retirement, Aden had an epiphany of sorts. Why not stop farming the flood-prone land and put it aside for wildlife? 

http://www.duluthsuperior.com/mld/duluthsuperior/4869510.htm

--------------------------------

Chequamegon-Nicolet Forest completes roads analysis

Will assist Forest Service when making decisions

By CLAUDIA CURRAN

The Daily Press

A plethora of information about the Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest roads network is now available for U.S. Forest Service and public use.

http://www.ashlandwi.com/placed/index.php?sect_rank=1&story_id=129122&refer_

--------------------------------

Companies like flexible cleanup plan

ASSOCIATED PRESS

APPLETON, Wis. - The paper companies responsible for paying to clean the Fox River of harmful PCBs like the government's willingness to allow the solutions to change, a spokesman said Thursday.

The state Department of Natural Resources and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency announced their final plan Tuesday to rid 26 miles of the Fox River of PCBs dumped into it years ago by the paper mills.  The now-banned chemicals were linked to reproductive and developmental problems in people, fish and other wildlife.

 http://www.duluthsuperior.com/mld/duluthtribune/news/local/4915555.htm

----------------------------------

U.S. asks Canada to change logging ways

LUMBER IMPORTS:U.S. officials say an agreement would raise prices for

Canadian lumber and eliminate the need for tariffs.

BY MATTHEW DALY,  ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON - The Bush administration is asking Canada to adopt market-based

logging practices that could raise timber prices and eliminate the need for

stiff U.S. tariffs on lumber imported to build homes.

http://www.duluthsuperior.com/mld/duluthtribune/4906830.htm

---------------------------------

EVENTS

Using Forest Biomass in Composting

January 15, 2003, Washington D.C.

A brown bag presentation and discussion on the role of compost in helping to

restore forestlands with excessive hazardous fuels buildup.  There are about 5,000 municipal and commercial composting facilities in the U.S.  They all take organic waste of some kind (garbage, yard waste, sewage, etc) usually mix it with wood (chipped or ground up), water and air to facilitate a natural reaction which forms organic humus in 2 weeks or less. The wood is screened out and recycled within the process, losing 1/4 or 1/3 of its mass each time, while contributing the relatively small amount of carbon necessary for the process.  The compost is valuable for nurseries, landscaping, gardening, highway bank stabilization, and any place where soil improvement is needed.

A recent S&PF-R&D sponsored survey of 1100 commercial and municipal composting facilities has compiled locations, capacities, and willingness to accept forest biomass throughout the 48 contiguous United States. Maps showing the locations by selected categories of feedstock intake. The data are available in GIS format.  This information could be highly useful to National Forests seeking outlets for hazardous fuels removals as part of the forest restoration process.

For more information, contact: Jeri.Berc@USDA.gov or John A. Sebelius, National Program Leader, USDA Forest Service Research & Development, Resource Valuation and Use Research, PO Box 96090, Washington, DC 20090-6090, 703-605-4875 - voice

---------------------

Friday Night Tax Fry

A learning adventure for woodland owners and their advisors.

Various Dates and Locations in Wisconsin

These meetings will offer an informal gathering for exploring how the Internal Revenue Code applies to forest investments.  The sessions are scattered throughout Wisconsin and cover a variety of taxation topics of interest to forest landowners.

1/17/03
Green Bay - Holiday Inn, City Centre

1/24/03
Waukesha - Country Inn Hotel and Conference Center

1/31/03
Oshkosh - LaSure's Hall

2/7/03
Wausau - Best Western Midway Motor Lodge

2/21/03
Sun Prairie - Herreman's Supper Club

3/7/03
Eau Claire - Campus Area Holiday Inn

3/28/03
Hayward -Country Inn & Suites 

4/24/03
Tomah - Holiday Inn

5/1/03
Marshfield - Belvedere Supper Club

Sponsored by the Wisconsin Forest Productivity Council under a grant from the Wisconsin Forest Stewardship Committee.

Questions? Call us at 715-369-3475 or email us at wfpc@newnorth.net.

----------------------------

The 8th Annual Wetlands Science Forum: Wetland-Upland Connections in the Prairie Landscape, Jan 24-25, 2003, La Crosse, WI

A registration form and details about the two day event are available at the website. If you have any questions, contact Derek Strohl, Program Director, at (608) 252-8505.

http://www.wiscwetlands.org/forum.htm

----------------------------

Roundtable on Sustainable Forests 

Friday, February 14, 2003, Washington, DC  

A proposal for the key features of the next phase in the Roundtable process, along with a report from the USDA Forest Service on the status of their efforts to finalize the National Report on Sustainable Forests, with provide the basis for the agenda for the meeting. 

If you have any questions about the logistics of the meeting, please contact Shawn at 202-354-6450 or <shawnwalker@merid.org>.  If you have any questions or suggestions about the agenda, please contact Tim Mealey (202-354-6454 or <tmealey@merid.org>) or  Sarah Walen (970-513-8340 x221 or <swalen@merid.org>).  

----------------------------

Tooling up for Change: Mohican Conservation Workshop

March 14-16, 2003, Blairstown, NJ

Learn how to protect the places you enjoy on for hiking, wildlife viewing and depend on for drinking water - from the undeveloped forest in your town to the ridge tops of the Highlands. Join other conservation-minded folks and Appalachian Mountain Club (AMC) staff at AMC's Mohican Outdoor Center for a weekend training on effective and practical techniques for working with media, communicating with elected officials, and recruiting others to join your effort.

For more information call AMC Conservation Outreach Coordinator Bryan Wentzell at bwentzell@amcinfo.org or (617)523-0655, ext. 386 and to register contact

Eric Houden at mohican@mindspring.com or (908) 362-5670.

-------------------------------

INFORMATION

The PLANTS Database

The PLANTS Database is a single source of standardized information about plants. This database focuses on vascular plants, mosses, liverworts, hornworts, and lichens of the U.S. and its territories. The PLANTS Database includes names, checklists, automated tools, identification information, species abstracts, distributional data, crop information, plant symbols, plant growth data, plant materials information, plant links, references, and other plant information. 

http://plants.usda.gov/

-----------------------

2002-2003 Kleinhans Fellowship, Rainforest Alliance

Research in Tropical Non-Timber Forest Products

The Rainforest Alliance will be accepting applications for the Kleinhans fellowship until January 31, 2003. This fellowship provides $15,000 per year for 2 years to one individual conducting research to better understand and improve the impacts of non-timber forest product (NTFP) harvest and marketing on rural livelihoods and tropical forest ecosystems. The fellowship area is restricted to Latin America. Applicants should have at least a master's degree in forestry, ecology, botany, environmental science or an appropriate related field. 

For more information about the fellowship including application guidelines, please consult our webpage: http://www.rainforest-alliance.org/programs/research/kleinhans.html .

Fellowship proposals should be submitted to dnewsom@ra.org.  Application deadline:  January 31, 2003.

-----------------------

USDA Meetings on Agriculture-Forestry Credits for Greenhouse Gas Emissions

The USDA announced that it is conducting public workshops in January, 2003 to receive input on accounting rules and guidelines for estimating greenhouse gas offsets from agriculture and forestry activities.  Federal Register, vol. 67 at p. 70576 (Nov. 25, 2002).  The meeting on Agriculture Accounting Rules and Guidelines will be held January 14-15, 2003 at the Department of Agriculture Center, 4700 River Road, Riverdale, Maryland. The meeting on Forest Accounting Rules and Guidelines will be held at the same location on January 23, 2003.  To register for the meetings and find the agendas, lodging information, and other information on the workshops, go to the website http://www.usda.gov/agency/oce/gcpo/greenhousegasreporting.htm .  USDA is also accepting written comments on this issue, which can be submitted by e-mail to ghgcomments@oce.usda.gov .  

-----------------------

Kinship Conservation Institute (KCI)

KCI is a month-long program tailored for conservationists who want to further explore the tenets of free market environmentalism and how to integrate it with their environmental work.  If you are interested in KCI, more information on the institute and how to apply can be found on our Web site, http://www.kinshipconservationinstitute.org. The application deadline is Feb. 3, 2003. If you have questions, contact Carol Ferrie at carol@perc.org .

-----------------------

Staff Forester:  Clearwater Forest Consultants, LLC

Clearwater Forest Consultants, LLC is seeking an entry level forester to join our team.  The successful applicant will have the opportunity to join a growing company and work their way into partnership.  Duties:  CFC is located in the southeast Missouri Ozarks where the Oak-Hickory and Oak-Pine types are most common.  We provide a full range of forest, wildlife, and land management services primarily for private land owners, and some contract work for government agencies.  Duties will include all types of work in the field and in the office to provide our clients the services the need at the highest quality possible. Qualifications:  honesty and integrity, a strong work ethic, ability to work long hours in rough terrain in all types of weather, an open mind and willingness to learn, and a BS degree in forestry with good coursework in mensuration.  GPS/GIS familiarity a plus. Apply:  Send cover letter, resume, and five references of choice to: Route 3, Box 3673 Piedmont, MO 63957 or email attached files to mail@clearwaterforestconsultants.com (MS Word, WordPerfect)  Position starts ASAP--open until filled.

------------------------

Positions available: graduate research opportunities at Cornell University 

Department of Natural Resources

I seek qualified individuals to undertake interdisciplinary research on institutional and organizational dimensions of private forest management in the United States.  Resources available to support analysis of potential contributions of community/associational forestry to sustainability.  Familiarity with forest management and natural resources policy desirable, as is previous training in sociology, geography, economics, or other relevant training.  Applicants should have good writing skills and be able to work independently, as well as in group settings.  Funding for MS degree available.  Also, shorter-term non-degree opportunities exist.  Go to http://www.dnr.cornell.edu/ for more 

information on DNR at Cornell.

Send resume and brief statement of interest to: Steven Wolf, 118 Fernow Hall, Department of Natural Resources, Cornell University, Ithaca, NY 14853, saw44@cornell.edu

-------------------------

Job Opening: FSC's Head of the Marketing and Communications Unit

The Forest Stewardship Council is pleased to announce that it is now recruiting for the position of Head of the Marketing and Communications Unit.

To apply, or for more information, please contact Carolina Hoyos (choyos@fscoax.org)

The deadline for sending applications is February 7, 2003.

---------------------------

University of Florida, Neotropical Working Forests Doctoral Fellowship Program

Information about this program is available on-line at: www.tropicalforests.ufl.edu/wft

Fellowships will be awarded for up to three years of doctoral study in the Working Forests in the Tropics program.  Awards include tuition waivers, NSF stipends (currently $21,500 per annum), and some travel and supply funds. Applicants must be US citizens or permanent residents, and be admitted to a doctoral degree program at UF before they begin receiving the fellowship.

Application Deadline: Friday, February 7, 2003 at 4:30 p.m.

Application Guidelines are on-line at: www.tropicalforests.ufl.edu/wft/fellowships.htm

----------------------------

PUBLICATIONS

Guide Book for Revolving Loan Funds

Community Reinvestment Fund has a comprehensive guide book for revolving loan funds that includes several dozen examples of loan documents and related agreements, including an intercreditor agreement.  The guide book sells for $50.00.  Contact Maggie Pope at CRF if you are interested.  Her e-mail address is Maggie@crfusa.com .  

------------------------

Cech, R. & Cech, S. (2002): Growing at-risk medicinal herbs. Cultivation, conservation and ecology. - vii+314 pp., Horizon Herbs, Williams, USA.

Contact:  PO Box 69, Williams, Oregon, 97544-0069, USA, www.horizonherbs.com, Price: US $ 14.95.

Review: Despite many efforts from responsible harvesters, craftsmen and authorities alike, wild harvesting of medicinal plants is in many cases still far from being sustainable on a long-term basis. This book is full of examples were unregulated collection has at least locally extinguished populations of valuable plants which used to be thriving and plentiful. Powered by this background of continuing loss, the author has put together his comprehensive experience as a plant grower, focusing on the species which have to be regarded "at risk" in the United Plant Saver's terminology. 17 plant species and three genera are covered (in Cypripedium twelve species are differentiated, nine in Echinacea), each with an entry of 10-12 pages. 

------------------------

Balancing Ecology and Economics: A Start-up Guide for Forest Owner Cooperation

To help address some of the challenges faced by private woodland owners, the University of Wisconsin Center for Cooperatives (UWCC), Cooperative Development Services (CDS) and the Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy's Community Forestry Resource Center (CFRC) have published, Balancing Ecology and Economics: A Start-up Guide for Forest Owner Cooperation. The 160-page guide is intended to show how private landowners, working together, can improve the ecological conditions of their lands while at the same time improving their own economic well-being and that of the communities in which their forest land is located.

The guide draws upon the experiences of several established or forming sustainable forestry co-ops, as well as the experience of CDS, UWCC, and CFRC of IATP. Intended primarily for landowners and resource managers, the guide provides essential information on all aspects of establishing a forest owner cooperative, including:

    * forest management,

    * marketing,

    * business planning,

    * co-op governance,

    * cooperative structures,

    * non-timber forest products,

    * sustainable certification,

    * developing member education programs, and more.

The cost of the manual is $13, plus sales tax for Minnesota residents.

For more information about Sustainable Forestry Cooperatives, or to order a copy of Balancing Ecology and Economics: A Start-Up Guide for Forest Owner Cooperation, please visit: http://www.forestrycenter.org

----END-----







