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CERTs: We’re here to help

CERTs Mission: Connect individuals and their communities 
to the resources they need to identify and implement 
community-based clean energy projects



Statewide Partnership & 
Collaboration



Communities are Choosing Clean Energy



Drivers: Economic Development

Source: MN DEED. October 2014. MN Clean Energy Economy Profile. http://mn.gov/deed/images/Solar%20Energy.pdf



Drivers: MN Solar Energy Standard

1.5% 
Solar by 
2020:
400 MW

Total as 
of 2014:
19 MW

2013 Policy
• 1.5 % Solar Energy Standard
• Applies to Investor Owned Utilities: 

Xcel Energy, Minnesota Power, 
Otter Tail Power

• Utility scale and utility scale 
“distributed generation” 



Drivers: Solar Prices are Falling

Sources: http://cleantechnica.com/2014/09/04/solar-
panel-cost-trends-10-charts/ and 
http://mn.gov/deed/images/Solar%20Energy.pdf

http://cleantechnica.com/2014/09/04/solar-panel-cost-trends-10-charts/
http://mn.gov/deed/images/Solar Energy.pdf


Drivers: Federal Tax Credits

Point to yours!

Source: Institute for Local Self Reliance: https://ilsr.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/federal-solar-tax-credit-phase-out-ILSR-2015.jpeg



Trends: New Installed Capacity

Point to yours!

Source: Institute for Local Self Reliance: https://ilsr.org/ilsrs-distributed-
solar-capacity-quarterly-update/?utm_source=Energy+Self-



Drivers: Individual Choices

http://www.pennenergy.com/articles/pennenergy/2015/04/poll-americans-overwhelmingly-support-
renewable-energy-incentives.html



Challenges: Financing

http://www.pennenergy.com/articles/pennenergy/2015/04/poll-americans-overwhelmingly-support-
renewable-energy-incentives.html



Challenges: Technology



CERTs Can Help
We have tools for:



solar.maps.umn.edu/app

Tools: Solar Suitability App



Tools: Clean Energy Project Builder

Photo credit: Wright Hennepin Coop
cleanenergyprojectbuilder.org



Tools: Seed Grants

Photo credit: Wright Hennepin Coop

http://www.cleanenergyresourceteams.org/projects



Tools for Farms and Businesses

Photo credit: Wright Hennepin Coop

http://www.cleanenergyresourceteams.org/project-planning/farmers



Tools for Governments

Photo credit: Wright Hennepin Coop

http://www.cleanenergyresourceteams.org/gesp

http://www.cleanenergyresourceteams.org/greenstep

http://www.cleanenergyresourceteams.org/pace



Chris Meyer
SE Regional CERT Coordinaor

507-454-2691
chris@cleanenergyresourceteams.org

CERTs: 
Minnesotans Building a 
Clean Energy Future


