Community Forestry Resource Center

Weekly News and Event Summary

December 8, 2005
This message includes news, headlines, and information gathered during the week.  
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------

HEADLINES:

A harvest of green (MN)
Hundreds of thousands of “tabletop trees” will spruce up hotel entrances and front porches throughout the Twin Cities metro area, where they have become a hot holiday decoration. As demand for the trees grows, so does the fear among harvesters that someone else will try to steal their supply. Foresters with the Land Department and the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources also worry about what the tree-cutters' machines do to the environmentally sensitive bogs.
http://www.duluthsuperior.com/mld/duluthsuperior/news/13326941.htm    OR

http://www.forestrycenter.org/headlines.cfm?refid=77793 
-----------------------------

Forest Council recommends no roadless petition (MN)

The Minnesota Forest Resources Council voted Wednesday that Gov. Tim Pawlenty not take any action on roadless areas in the state's two national forests. Pawlenty had asked the council, a state board charged with plotting forestry and timber harvest policy, to give him direction on the issue.

http://www.duluthsuperior.com/mld/duluthsuperior/news/local/13300008.htm    OR

http://www.forestrycenter.org/headlines.cfm?refid=77792 
-----------------------------

Scientists rush to foil borer by making ash stronger (OH)

The Emerald Ash Borer, a beetle first noticed in 2002, has blanketed most of lower Michigan and appeared in Ohio, Indiana and southern Ontario. Worried that the bug cannot be stopped, researchers are trying to figure out how to help the ash tree survive an infestation. Scientists are studying borer-killing wasps, insecticide use, crossbreeding and the possibility of breeding a tree that makes its own insecticide.

http://www.fortwayne.com/mld/fortwayne/news/local/13326453.htm    OR

http://www.forestrycenter.org/headlines.cfm?refid=77768 

-----------------------------

Drought causing record forest destruction in U.S. Southwest

Soil-scorching droughts are nothing new to the U.S. Southwest. But the one that hit the region in 1999—and still persists—has been different from past droughts: It has been hotter. It has also caused what is arguably the most extensive die-off of trees ever documented by modern science. 

http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2005/12/1205_051205_drought_forest.html   OR    http://www.forestrycenter.org/headlines.cfm?refid=77787
-----------------------------

Disaster relief comes for Coast's cherished Live oaks (MS)

The Live oak tree population was devastated during Hurricane Katrina, and several state and federal agencies are ensuring these unique landmarks survive. The goal is to nurture the centuries-old trees back to health by replacing the soil Katrina took away and applying a hefty dose of water, mulch and care.

http://www.sunherald.com/mld/sunherald/news/local/13355926.htm    OR
http://www.forestrycenter.org/headlines.cfm?refid=77818 

-----------------------------

Groups agree on timber sale (MT)
Environmental groups and the Helena National Forest have reached a compromise over a timber sale near Lincoln that reduces the amount of timber to be logged by about 85 percent. The agreement calls for 4 million board feet of timber to be logged from the area burned by the Snow and Talon wildfires two years ago. 

http://www.billingsgazette.com/index.php?id=1&display=rednews/2005/12/08/build/state/94-timber-sale.inc    OR    http://www.forestrycenter.org/headlines.cfm?refid=77826 
-----------------------------

Industry, government developing ways to use 'beetlewood' (Canada)
The B.C. government and the region's forest companies must find a way to harvest and sell wood killed by the pine beetle in a way that preserves maximum economic value without unduly distorting the market with an avalanche of beetle-killed timber. Both have started pouring money into research and analysis to decide which timber stands should be logged first and the best techniques for processing and marketing beetlewood. 

http://www.canada.com/vancouversun/story.html?id=2d60e30d-4b45-4773-a1ad-e7bceb414050&k=6317   OR   http://www.forestrycenter.org/headlines.cfm?refid=77767 
-----------------------------

José Saramago urges FSC General Assembly to stop forest destruction (Brazil)

José Saramago, winner of the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1998, has called upon the participants of the FSC General Assembly 2005 to decide concrete steps that contribute to stopping the planet’s destruction. Representatives from more than 60 countries are meeting through December 9th to debate strategic initiatives to improve forest management worldwide over the coming years.
http://www.fsc.org/en/whats_new/news/news/55    OR

http://www.forestrycenter.org/headlines.cfm?refid=77817 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------

EVENTS

Cooperation Can Benefit Woodland Owners

December 10, 2005, La Farge, WI

This workshop focuses on the benefits of neighbors working together and provides information on how to start a woodland cooperative. The day will include guest landowners who have used cooperation effectively, and guidance on how to do it. Participants will locate their woodlands on a map, and have a chance to meet with other landowners from their local area who are present. 

Contact Lila Marmel at 608-624-5269 or sunmoon@mwt.net or see http://www.forestrycenter.org/calendar.cfm?refID=77470&categoryID= 

-----------------------------

Midwest Invasive Plants Network Meeting

December 14-15, 2005, Kansas City, MO
The Midwest Invasive Plant Network will hold its annual meeting this year in association with the North Central Weed Science Society's Annual Meeting in Kansas City, Dec. 12-15, 2005. NCWSS will provide a reduced two-day registration fee for those wishing to attend Dec. 14-15 for the MIPN annual meeting and invasive plant talks.
Contact Katherine M. Howe at 317-951-8818 or khowe@tnc.org or see http://www.ncwss.org/meeting/2005/info05.htm 
-----------------------------

Fifth Forest and Wildlife Research Review

January 11, 2006, Duluth, MN

This one-day workshop covers a wide variety of research topics relevant to forest and wildlife management in northern Minnesota and Wisconsin, the Upper Peninsula of Michigan, and Ontario. Topics this year will include Great Lakes forest change assessment, real estate transactions, red pine management, prescribed fire, public involvement in forest planning, and forested wetlands. 

Contact Louise Levy at 218-726-6404 or llevy@umn.edu or see http://www.forestrycenter.org/calendar.cfm?refid=77819 
-----------------------------

Nontimber Forest Products

January 12, 2006, Carlton, MN
Explore the nature of specialty forest products, and how they serve a growing cottage industry. What might you be able to harvest for your personal use or for sale? Learn forest management strategies for the sustainable harvest of these and other products. This course satisfies one Woodland Advisor credit.
Contact Susan Seabury at 888-241-0724, ext. 6466 or sseabury@umn.edu or see http://www.forestrycenter.org/calendar.cfm?refID=77501&categoryID= 
-----------------------------

Prescribed Fire: Igniting the Possibilities for Land Management

January 24-26, 2006, Wisconsin Dells, WI

The Wisconsin Prescribed Fire Council along with our partners will be hosting a conference to assist professional land managers with the use of fire. General presentations include: Fire History of the Great Lakes Region, Prescribed Burning Issues/Opportunities, and a Panel on the Status of Prescribed Fire in Wisconsin.
Contact Don Peterson at 1-877-284-388 or rrs@netnet.net or see http://www.prescribedfire.org
-----------------------------

Estate Planning for Family Forest Owners

January 28, 2006, Everett, WA
This all-day seminar will feature a variety of legal and financial experts and will cover estate plan structures, legal and tax implications, insurance, property exchanges, and more.

Contact Andy Perleberg at 360-428-4270 or andyp@wsu.edu or see http://www.forestrycenter.org/calendar.cfm?refID=76693&categoryID= 
-----------------------------

Winter Sleuths: Dormant Season Tree and Plant Identification 

January 28, 2006, Sauk County, WI

Developing a "hands-on" ability to identify winter trees and shrubs will be the focus of this field class, with winter an ideal time to read the forest landscape. Learning the tricks for using bark, leaf scars, buds, branch form, and fruits as clues, participants will sharpen plant identification skills and be better able to address questions of land management. 

Contact Jeannine Richards at 608-355-0279 or jeannine@aldoleopold.org or see http://www.forestrycenter.org/calendar.cfm?refID=76555&categoryID= 
-----------------------------

Minnesota Tree Care Advisor (TCA) Training
February 18-March 18, 2006, St. Paul, MN

Tree Care Advisor (TCA) volunteers provide their communities and the State of Minnesota with a valuable pool of educated stewards to support and enhance our urban and community forests. The classes focus on tree and shrub care within an urban environment. Topics covered include, but are not limited to: plant selection based on site, how to prune, common tree insects and diseases, and diagnostic procedures. 

Contact Dave Hanson at 612-624-1226 or hanso355@umn.edu or see http://www.mntca.org
-------------------------------------------------------------------------

INFORMATION

The PLANTS Database

The USDA NRCS maintains this database to provide information and generate reports in specialized areas. The PLANTS Database provides standardized information about the vascular plants, mosses, liverworts, hornworts, and lichens of the U.S. and its territories. It includes names, plant symbols, checklists, distributional data, species abstracts, characteristics, images, plant links, references, crop information, and automated tools. 

Available at http://plants.usda.gov/index.html 
-----------------------------

Opportunity to comment on guidelines to protect forest soils during logging operations (Wisconsin)

The public has on opportunity to comment on proposed guidelines that would avoid or minimize damage to forest soils during logging and other forest management activities on state forest lands. The condition of forest soils during and following forest management activity is a key factor in reforestation and future productivity of the forest. Comments are due December 31, 2005.
For more information see http://www.forestrycenter.org/headlines.cfm?RefID=77789 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------

PUBLICATIONS

Book: Invasive Plants of the Upper Midwest
This book by Elizabeth Czarapata is an informative, colorful, comprehensive guide to invasive species that are currently endangering native habitats in the region. It is a winner of the Wisconsin Council on Invasive Species 2005 Invader Crusader Award.
Available at: http://www.wisc.edu/wisconsinpress/books/3601.htm


-----------------------------

Report: Global Forest Resources Assessment 

Since 1946, FAO regularly monitors the world’s forests through Global Forest Resources Assessments. The mandate to carry out these assessments stems both from the basic statutes of FAO, and the Committee on Forestry (COFO). The Key Findings of FRA 2005 have just been released. The full report is scheduled for release in early 2006.
Available at http://www.forestrycenter.org/library.cfm?refid=77824 
-----------------------------

Balancing Ecology and Economics: A Start-up Guide for Forest Owner Cooperation

The 160-page guide is intended to show how private landowners, working together, can improve the ecological conditions of their lands while improving their own economic well-being and that of the communities in which their forest land is located.

Intended primarily for landowners and resource managers, the guide provides essential information on all aspects of establishing a forest owner cooperative, including: forest management, marketing, business planning, co-op governance, cooperative structures, non-timber forest products, sustainable certification, developing member education programs, and more.

For more information about Sustainable Forestry Cooperatives, or to order a copy of Balancing Ecology and Economics: A Start-Up Guide for Forest Owner Cooperation, please visit: http://www.forestrycenter.org
-----------------------------

NOTE: In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. section 107, any copyrighted material herein is distributed without profit or payment for non-profit research and educational purposes only. For more information, go to: http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/17/107.shtml.  If you wish to use copyrighted material from this newsletter for purposes of your own that go beyond 'fair use', you must obtain permission from the copyright owner.
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