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tivist in the Hudson Valley of New York, and Zoë Ida Bradbury, 29, Oregon farmer and Food & Society 
Policy Fellow.

-----

Coast to coast, though there are thousands inspired to dig in and grow food, but it is currently only a 
dauntless few who manage to gain access to the land, capital, market-savvy, and technical skills that are 
essential to “make it” as a farmer. Those few are brave, strong, and delightful advocates of the purpose-
ful life, but it will take more than a few to reclaim a food system of industrial monocultures, labor abuse, 
and factories

Indeed, it will take the muscle and heart of a large-scale, young-farmers movement: thousands upon 
thousands of hands on the land -- the hands of women and immigrants, the hands of fourth-generation 
farm kids, the hands of college graduates and former farmworkers-turned-farmers. It will take thou-
sands of new growers of fruits, nuts, vegetables, grains, dairy, and livestock to transform the landscape 
of sprawling development and corporate control into a dignified, livable, and culturally rich mosaic of 
ecological farming.

The young farmers now emerging seek to reclaim, restore, and resettle not only the deserted rural towns 
of America, but also to revive the fabric of urban life with markets, gardens, bees, corn patches and wa-
terways. Motivated by a force of intention that cannot be rationalized economically, with lives driven by 
an instinct for direct action and stewardship that honors the planet, people, and place, we are the allies 
of every American. Our instincts are emboldened by the mercury shatter of dew on the broccoli plants at 
dawn, by the roar of pollinators in a flowering crop of buckwheat, and by the river of neighbors stream-
ing through the farm-gate clamoring for “real” tomatoes and happy chickens. The hands of young farm-
ers on the land seek to push forward an agenda of sustainability on a human scale.

There is much to learn, and there is much, as a culture, that we risk forgetting. We need these bodies, we 
need their work, we need their food and their protagonism. We need young farmers to succeed.

As fledgling farmers and activists within this community, we see these to be some of the key political, 
economic, and cultural requirements for that success:
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• A hospitable policy environment that prioritizes a next generation of food producers -- not mas-
sive corporate subsidies, not cheap imports from across the world

• A regulatory framework friendly to smaller producers

• Affordable credit for capitalization of diversified farms

• Public-private partnerships to give aspiring farmers better access to farmland

• University research focused on low-input, resilient, sustainable production

• Practical, school-based, agricultural training programs (hands in the soil)

• Reformed land-use proscriptions at the community and state level -- some land and soil should 
never be developed

• Incubator farms to rear and train fledgling farmers and an Agricultural Journeymen program to 
help people navigate the path from aspiring farmer to successful new farmer.

• Processing infrastructure and facilities for fruits, meats, dairy, etc. at the local scale

• State-sponsored direct-marketing venues -- covered markets, public markets, and friendly zoning 
for farmers markets and farm-stands

• Comprehensive, affordable health insurance for farmers and food-workers

• Improved state-sponsored nutrition programs for at-risk, elderly and civic establishments.

• Start-up grants and an expansion of Individual Development Accounts, matched-savings pro-
gram for qualified young farmers, to afford irrigation, tools, equipment, fencing, land, production 
infrastructure, etc.

• A cultural revaluation of farming as an ambitious, worthwhile life-venture, celebrated by family, 
church, and society

• Fiscal underwriting of farm-supportive NGOs and programs

• Songs, dances, parties, and festivals for young farmers in the countryside

• High-speed internet connectivity in rural places
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• New farmer forums for networking, marketing, resource-sharing, processing, and farmer-to-
farmer exchanges

• Access to locally grown seed and protection from transgenic pollution

• Fair wages and equal labor rights for all farmworkers, even those with “illegal” status

• Consumer education about the realities and true cost of food production

• More consumer/producer alliances such as community supported agriculture and community 
food cooperatives

And what is success? Success is an edible future, when local populations are fed by local fields and sen-
sible nutrition is affordable and accessible. Where we address poverty and hunger, not with biotechnol-
ogy, but with long-term access to the means of production, and with proximity to that productive plenty 
which we can achieve only with careful stewardship of our soil and land base -- a wealth immeasurable 
in dollars. Success is a smooth energy transition, a satisfying daily bread, a culture in which we have 
restored honor, and respect to the profession of farming.

Call to arms

Arms strong and hands calloused, eyes open to the beauty of every morning, spirits prepared for the long 
row still to hoe, hearts full with the support of family and community, let us unite, young farmers, and 
fight for the right to farmable land, the pursuit of an equitable marketplace, and for recognition from 
society that we are here, indispensable, a cornerstone of our food future. Let us welcome many new 
entrants into agriculture, striving to share our lessons, seeds and stories with generations to come. Now 
is the time for action.

The work of the greenhorns is sponsored by Organic Valley, Xtracycle, and the generosity of our sup-
porters. We are looking for more funding to complete work on the documentary film The Greenhorns. 
Please email The Greenhorns for more information.


