
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 4, 2013  

 

President Barack Obama  

The White House  

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW  

Washington, DC 20500  

 

Dear President Obama:  

 

As medical and health care professionals, we seek your help in addressing the urgent and 

growing epidemic of antibiotic resistance. Specifically, we ask that you move forward with 

stalled U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) actions to reduce the overuse and misuse of 

antibiotics in food animal production, including strengthening and finalizing voluntary 

guidelines and moving forward with mandatory withdrawals of unsafe uses of antibiotics. We 

also ask your administration to publicly report better data on livestock antibiotic sales to inform 

the public health community about emerging disease threats and to monitor the success of federal 

policies.  

 

According to the Infectious Diseases Society of America, nearly two million Americans each 

year develop hospital-acquired infections, resulting in 99,000 deaths—with a steadily increasing 

number due to antibacterial-resistant infections. The Director General of the World Health 

Organization last year warned that, “[t]hings as common as strep throat or a child’s scratched 

knee could once again kill. . . . A post-antibiotic era means, in effect, an end to modern medicine 

as we know it.”
1
 Currently, medically important antibiotics sold for food animal use constitute 

more than 70 percent of total reported sales of medically important antibiotics in the United 

States.  

 

Given the rapid rate at which many antibiotics are becoming ineffective for treating human 

disease and the limited number of new antibiotics in development, the FDA should take bold 

steps to rein in overuse and misuse. We ask you to ensure that FDA moves immediately to use its 

regulatory authority to withdraw approvals for the non-therapeutic use (i.e., use of antibiotics for 
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purposes other than disease treatment and disease control) of all medically-important antibiotics 

from food animal production, thus preserving their use for treating sick people. 

 

The FDA has instead issued voluntary draft guidance for the pharmaceutical industry (Guidance 

for Industry #213) that establishes guidelines by which it is encouraging the phase-out of growth-

promoting uses of antibiotics in livestock and poultry, an economic use designed to speed animal 

growth and reduce feed costs. While the guidance cannot replace a regulatory path that would 

guarantee an end to these and other non-medically necessary uses of antibiotics in food animals, 

it could be improved to be more helpful.  We have two primary concerns we wish to see 

addressed in final Guidance #213:  

 

1) It must clearly limit the use of antibiotics for “disease prevention” in animals. 

“Disease prevention” is often a catch-all term covering many uses in the absence of 

clinical disease. The Guidance should provide a more restrictive definition to ensure 

appropriate use of antibiotics; and  

2) It should include a plan to monitor progress in reducing antibiotic use and antibiotic 

resistance. Data collection on antibiotic use is virtually non-existent, and data on 

antibiotic sales is insufficient to measure the effectiveness of the guidance program.  

 

We seek your help in strengthening and then advancing these policies quickly.  Draft Guidance 

#213 is now over a year old.  We recommend that by the start of the summer the FDA issue a 

finalized and strengthened guidance that limits routine use of antibiotics for disease prevention 

and establishes tracking mechanisms so the public health community, pharmaceutical companies, 

and the public in general have the fullest picture of how your Administration plans to address the 

agricultural contribution to the antibiotic resistance crisis.  

 

Finally, we ask that your administration improve reporting of agricultural antibiotic sales and 

distribution, which can help illustrate current use patterns, explain resistance trends, and monitor 

progress in assuring responsible animal antibiotic use. The American people need your help to 

ensure that these essential medicines will be effective in protecting our children into the future.  

 

Thank you for your consideration.  

 

Sincerely,  
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Albuquerque NM 

Karen Minder Registered Dietitian Los Lunas NM 

Jessie Emerson Nurse Santa Cruz NM 

Barbara Dossey Nurse Santa Fe NM 

Gene Chorostecki Physician Santa Fe NM 

Larry Dossey Physician Santa Fe NM 

Kerry Seymour Dietitian Reno NV 

Juliet Berling 

 

Binghamton NY 

Sean Lucan Physician Bronx NY 

Rachel Berger Dietetics student Brooklyn NY 

Laura Zaks Dietitian Brooklyn NY 

JEAN B HEADY Nurse CLAYTON NY 

Paula Brewer Dietitian Cohoes NY 

Pam Maxson health Educator Dansville NY 

William Griffin 

 

Freeville NY 

Sherry Dieffenbach Glens Falls Hospital Glens Falls NY 

Fiona Taylor 

 

Jackson Heights NY 

Cindy Haight 

 

Jamestown NY 



Cheryl Rodriguez 

 

Kingston NY 

Jacqueline Beal Nurse Kirkville NY 

Stefanie Sacks Culinary Nutritionist Montauk NY 

Leonard 

and Ellen Zablow Biophysicist (ret.) New York NY 

Alison Megliola Dietitian New York NY 

Pamela Kim Dietitian New York NY 

Merideth Genin Health Educator New York NY 

Demetri Blanas Medical Student New York NY 

Karen A. 

Ballard, MA, RN, 

FAAN Nurse New York NY 

nicole basso Nurse New York NY 

Pooja Shah MD Physician New York NY 

Lyssie Lakatos Registered Dietitian New York NY 

Eileen McMaster 

 

North Babylon NY 

Janine Selendy Chairman and President North Salem NY 

Lily Dalke Midwife NYC NY 

Julie Becker FSD Olean NY 

Joan Gussow 

 

Piermont, NY NY 

Soon Kim Clinical Dietitian Plattsburgh NY 

Callie Kulakis Dietitian Port Chester NY 

Susan Seaman Dietitian Queens village NY 

sharon sorgule Dietitian SARANAC LAKE NY 

Arlene Dym Health Professional Scarsdale NY 

Steven Berk Physician Scarsdale NY 

Tamara Mandic Physician Staten Island NY 

Stacy McNeill public health educator Syracuse NY 

Therese Dowd Nurse Akron OH 

Susan Righi Physician Athens OH 

Sharon Doughten 

Assistant Professor, Registered 

Dietician Aurora OH 

Jan Hunter 

 

Bowling Green OH 

Allison Ross 

 

Cincinnati OH 

Kathleen Morris Nurse Columbus OH 

pamela lazo 

 

Delaware OH 

John Belin 

 

Lancaster OH 

Molly Smith 

 

Newbury OH 

Fran Greenfield Research Coordinator Solon OH 

Kimberly Haas Nurse Van Wert OH 

Dianne Miller-Boyle Nurse Practitioner Oklahoma City OK 

Hilary Stambaugh Nurse Tulsa OK 



Theresa Fowler Nurse Beaverton OR 

Jeanean Rauch Nurse Corvallis OR 

JULIE AHRENDT Nurse CORVALLIS OR 

Fran Recht 

Habitat Program, Pacific States 

Marine Fisheries Commission Depoe Bay OR 

martin donohoe Physician Lake Oswego OR 

chelsea davis Dietitian portland OR 

Emily Kennedy Dietitian Portland OR 

Erin Weidner Dietitian Portland OR 

Jacque DeVore Dietitian Portland OR 

Greg Sweeting Health Counselor Portland OR 

Alissa Leavitt Health Professional Portland OR 

Heather Simko Nurse Portland OR 

Maye Thompson Nurse Portland OR 

Teresa Keane Nurse Portland OR 

Caitlin Summers OHSU Portland OR 

Bonnie Reagan Physician Portland OR 

patricia murphy Physician portland OR 

Susan Katz Physician Portland OR 

Laura Hanks, PA Physician Assistant Portland OR 

Adriana Voss-Andreae 

Physician, Public Health Policy 

Specialist Portland OR 

Weston Fuhrman student Portland OR 

Gretchen Miller 

 

Portland OR 

Jim Bradley 

 

Portland OR 

Marceline Gearry 

 

Portland OR 

Randolph Splitter 

 

Portland OR 

Steven Hiatt 

 

Portland OR 

Renee Stringham Physician Salem OR 

Danielle Hummel Dietitian Springfield OR 

Brian Bachman Dietitian Archbald PA 

Hortense Peoples Sodexo Bethel Park PA 

Nancy Berry Nurse Chadds Ford PA 

Nancy Berry Nurse Chaddsford PA 

Meg McGoldrick 

 

Chester Springs PA 

Craig Phillips Metz Culinary Management Dallas PA 

julia D'imperio 

 

Deptford PA 

Katie Johns 

 

Fairless Hills PA 

Peter Crownfield Coordinator Fountain Hill PA 

Ragina Lancaster Osteopathic Medical Student Jeannette PA 

Nina Kaktins Nurse Johnstown PA 



Dineen Trettin 

 

Langhorne PA 

Maureen Luschini Nurse Meadowbrook PA 

Adeena Menasha Program Leader Merion PA 

Dianne Moore Manager Narberth PA 

Victoria Pizzullo 

 

Newtown PA 

Diane Krassenstein Nurse Phila PA 

Fran Cassidy Dietitian Philadelphia PA 

Shelley chamberlain Dietitian philadelphia PA 

Melanie Coffman Nurse Philadelphia PA 

Kristi Artz Physician Philadelphia PA 

Termeh Feinberg Public health  Philadelphia PA 

Abbie Santana Public Health Professional Philadelphia PA 

Dianne Mayer 

 

Philadelphia PA 

Lucille M DiCampli 

 

Philadelphia PA 

Elise Drake Dietetic Technician Pittsburgh PA 

Judith Focareta Nurse Pittsburgh PA 

Angela Dipner 

 

Pittsburgh PA 

Kendra Stoen Dietitian Point Marion PA 

Mary Cooley Dietitian Quakertown PA 

Shirley Wescott 

 

Shippensburg PA 

Rebecca Crotti Dietitian Wilkes Barre PA 

Gary Gordon Physician Wynnewood PA 

Donna Novak Nurse Yardley PA 

Guylaine Couillard Nurse PrÃ©vost QC 

Melanie Demers Nurse S-Georges QC 

Karen 

Dalton 

Executive 

Director, Rhode 

Island Academy 

of Family 

Physicians 

 

Foster RI 

Polly Barey Nurse Warwick, RI 

Nancy Boothby Dietitian Bluffton SC 

Kathryn Williams Physician Clemson SC 

Myra Shepard 

 

Greenville SC 

Joan Barrett 

 

Lancaster SC 

Meagan Parsons Nurse Moose Jaw SK 

Jon Cunningham 

Director of Environmental 

Services Smyrna TN 

Marian Morris Nurse Austin TX 

MEHTAB ADENWALA Nurse carrollton TX 

Mark Meaders 

 

Dallas TX 

Terry Russell 

 

Dallas TX 



Michael Burke 

 

Grand Prairie TX 

Shannon Burke 

 

Grand Prairie TX 

Elise Lawton Educator, Registered Dietitian Houston TX 

Brandie Mitchell, RN Nurse Houston TX 

Anna Michels 

 

Houston TX 

Bobbi Ranke 

 

Houston TX 

Ginger Hancock Nurse Katy TX 

Julie Grim Dietitian Plano TX 

Stephanie Bloom Physician Salt Lake City UT 

Amy Mikkelsen 

 

Syracuse UT 

Anna Hall Nurse Centreville VA 

Katrina Burnett 

 

Chesterfield VA 

Kay Gelletly Dietitian Chincoteague VA 

Cara Feys Nurse Fredericksburg VA 

Jo Davis The Holistic Lion Midlothian VA 

Colleen Funkhouser Program Coordinator Reston VA 

Veronique Nagle 

 

Reston VA 

Anne Buzzelli Dietitian Staunton VA 

Jamie Baribeau Director of Food and Nutrition Brattleboro VT 

Virginia Flanders 

Northeastern Vermont REgional 

Hospital Danville VT 

Kathy King Director of Dining Services Shelburne VT 

Melicent Smith Dietitian Bellevue WA 

LK Beall Nurse Bellevue WA 

Tamara French Nurse bellingham WA 

Barbara Marsh 

 

Edmonds WA 

Sheliah Roth Nurse Everett WA 

Gary Goldbaum Physician Everett WA 

Trula Thompson Physician Gig Harbor WA 

Chris Linaman Chef/Food & Beverage Manager Lynnwood WA 

Ned Hammar Physician Omak WA 

lori taylor 

 

Renton WA 

Barbara Pullar Dietitian Seattle WA 

Irana Hawkins Dietitian Seattle WA 

Shawn Peterson Dietitian Seattle WA 

Katharine Sanders Health Administration Seattle WA 

Jamie Wagener Health Consultant Seattle WA 

Steven Gilbert INND Seattle WA 

Emma Brewster Marketing Coordi Seattle WA 

Hermien 

Watkins, MN, 

RN, WHNP Nurse Seattle WA 



Jennifer Schladweiler Nurse Seattle WA 

Vita-Muth Victoria Nurse Seattle WA 

Beverly Leitee Physician Seattle WA 

Richard Grady Physician Seattle WA 

Catherine Clegg-Thorp 

 

Seattle WA 

Kathy Pryor 

 

Seattle WA 

Michelle Forrest 

 

Seattle WA 

Nick Thorp 

 

Seattle WA 

Teresa sherwood 

 

Seattle WA 

Mary Bartholet Nurse Shoreline WA 

Victoria Bean Nurse Shoreline WA 

Jefferson Anderson Executive Chef Snohomish WA 

Whitney Eskes Nurse Stanwood WA 

Brendan McCormack Chef tacoma WA 

Lezly Hughes Dietitian Tacoma WA 

Pamela Thiemann Food Service Supervisor Tacoma WA 

Linda Herbert Nurse Walla Walla WA 

TONYA OLSEN 

 

WENATCHEEW WA 

Brenda Leigh Dietitian Appleton WI 

Iqbal Mian 

 

Appleton WI 

Dennis Baldwin 

 

Camp Douglasq WI 

Patricia 

Finder-Stone, RN, 

MS Nurse De Pere WI 

Nancy Horton 

 

Ettrick WI 

Dean Wiegert 

 

Fredonia WI 

R Beaupre 

 

Green Bay WI 

R PODOSKI 

 

La Crosse WI 

Jane Shabtaie Nurse Madison WI 

Patrice Streicher Nurse Madison WI 

Andrew Schmitt Physician Madison WI 

Ann Behrmann Physician Madison WI 

Mary Beth Duggan 

 

Mequon WI 

Frances Koonce Nurse Milwaukee WI 

Jennifer Di Luccia 

 

Milwaukee WI 

Sally Podoski Health Professional Neenah WI 

Mary Vils exercise physiologist Oshkosh WI 

Jan Path Nurse Tomah WI 

Kelly Baldwin 

 

Tomah WI 

Lois Taylor, RN, MA Nurse Trempealeau WI 

Ann Dahmen 

 

Trempealeau WI 



Kathleen Crittenden 

American Public Health 

Association; Organic Consumers 

Association Viroqua WI 

Pam Voelkers Clinical Dietitian Waterford WI 

john fox 

 

westby WI 

Anne Berry Physician Clendenin WV 

Lisa Smith Dietitian Jackson WY 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Cc: The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary, Department of Health and Human Services  

The Honorable Margaret Hamburg, Commissioner, Food and Drug Administration 

 


