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January 15, 1988
R i#\ In the past 15

wene R} months since the
' // United Parmer &
Rancher Congress,
{farmers and ranch-
ers have continued their work organiz-
ing and educating citizens and law-
makers about their vision of a successful
farm policy, This work has had a direct
impact on both national and state legis-
latlon aimed at relief and recovery for
family farmers, Some of the policy
recommendations endorsed by the
UPRC have been drafted into Jeglslation
and are moving through state legisla-
tures and the U.S. Congress.

In December of 1987, farmers and
ranchers won passage of the Agricultural
Credit Act of 1987, which provides debt
restructuring, mediation and borrowers
rights, This legislation includes many of
the recommendations [rom the UFRC
Credit working group, including a num-
ber of key affirmative action proposals

'unll!d

initiated by Congress delegates. Tens of -

thousands of farmers and rancheis can
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use this legislation in their efforts to keep
their operations golng.

State legislatures have passed laws

establishing credit mediation services
that will save hundreds of farmers from
(oreclosure as well as groundwater pro-
tection and innovative soll conservation
programs,

For many farmers and ranchers, the
UERC reinforced the importance of stay-
ing informed and involved in electoral
politics in order to protect their rights,

Shortly after the URRC, the non-partisan -

League of Rural Voters Education Project

coordinated Farm Vote ‘86, an efforl

designed to educate rural voters and
urge them to vote. Over 20,000 people
participated In rallies organized around
a national TV satellite broadcast featur-
ing Eddie Albert, As a result of Farm
Vote ‘86, the farm crisls became the key

election Issue in many states and rural

voter turnout nationwide was impres-
sive. In South Dakota, rural voter turn-
out surpassed all previous records and
made the critical dlfference in the elec-
tlon of a pro-(amily farmer Senator,
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The UFRC kicked off a new wave of
cooperation among farmers and ranch-
ers, which led to the formation of new
alliances and organizations throughout
the country, The Rural Outreach Coali-
tion of Kansas grew out of the UFRC. So
did the Nebraska League of Rural Voters,
The UFRC led to the formation of new
state chapters of the American Agricul-
tural Movement in Louisiana and Idaho.
Shortly after the UERC, (armers and
ranchers in South Dakota held a state-
wide ‘Farmers and Ranchers Congress’
to plan ways to work together, The UFRC
offered a neutral meeting ground for sev-
eral national farm groups, resulting in’
closer cooperation and greater unity
than ever before,

And the UBRC offered an unprece-
dented opportunity for U.S, farmers to
expand their base of support by develop-
ing new coalitions: with environmen-
talists, with farmers from other coun-
trles, and with thelr urban neighbors,

The URRC working group on Conser-
vation and the Environment provided a
forum for farmers and environmentalists




to meet and discuss their shared con-
cerns about the need to reduce the
dangers and usage of toxic chemicals.
These discussions led to the formation of
a new larmer/environmentalist coali-
tion, which has developed joint action
and public education campaigns over
the past year, In Indiana, membets of
this coalition recently launched a 2-day
press tour to publicize the growing dan-
ger of toxic chemical contamination in
_ both urban and rural areas in the state,

AnInternational Farm Crisis Summit
held in conjunction with the UFRC cre-
ated a framework for examining the
global implicatlon ol the U.S. farm crisis.
In the past year, farmers from the U.S.
and around the world have started to
discuss ways to work together, and have

begun coordinating their lobbying at the .

international trade negotiation now
being conducted in Geneva.

Finally, farmers and ranchers have
continued to build links with their
urban neighbors, who, as taxpayers and
food consumers, are indiréct victims of
the farm crists, The Missouri Rural Crisis
Center Is working with a statewide low-
income group based ‘in St. Louis on a
project to reduce-black land loss in the
state, and has developed close alliances
with labor unions. The National Council
of Churches has also helped build an
urban base of support by organizing a
serfes of urban/rural conferences held
over the past year in New York, Los
Angeles, and Atlanta,

“With passage of the Agricultural

Credit Act and various state Jaws, we've
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‘won half the battle, But the remaining

half Is yet to be won. Two of the most
important Issues are fair prices and sup-
ply management. Until farmers get a fair
price for their goods, even the most effi-
cient farmers will have trouble suryiv-
ing. And the majority of family farmers
believe mandatory supply management
is essential to the long-term prosperity of
the family farm.

In Montana, the Northern Plains
Resource Council conducted a poll in the
fall of 1987 that found overwhelming
support of higher prices for farm prod-
ucts and a chance to vote on a supply
management program,

*75% of eastern Montana wheat
growers surveyed disagreed with re-
ducing wheat loan rates and target
prices as mandated in the 1985 Farm
Bill

* 82% of those surveyed believe produc-
ers should have the opportunity to vote.
on a supply management program.

The UERC succceded in achieving its-- - -
goal; to provide a place where farmers .
and ranchers representlng thousands
more in their respective states could
meet to share Ideas, work out disagree-
ments, and move forward in unity, This
was a giant step lorward in the effort to
return financial stability to America’s
family farm system. The agenda is set—
the work is unfinished.
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~ ORGANIZING FOR

THE CONGRESS

'ﬂium\ “Today’s farm crisis Is
FARMER 59 « rooted In the dis-
| SRANCHRE "9\ mantling of those
' federal farm programs
initiated during the
1930°s in response fo
the Depression, which were both cost-effective
and designed to generate a fair price. In con-
irast, farin programs of the last three decades
have been designed o enforce low market prices
Jot farm commodities. The resulting cheap raw
materials play a strategic role in US trade and
diplomatic policies, bringing tresendous prof-
its to multinational, monopoly grain traders
and food processors,

Today's federal farm policies, designed to
ensite cheap raw materials here and abroad,
are destroying the family farm system of agri-
culture. Never before, wot even during the Great
Depression, have we experienced such destriic-
tion of the social and economic structure of
rutal America.”" (Carol Hodne, NAFA)

In September of 1986 nearly 2,000
farmers and ranchers traveled by plane,
bus, rail and car from all over the United
States to be in St. Louls, Missouri, for

three days at the United Farmer and
Rancher Congress. They represented
rural America in crisis, and they came
searching lor solutions,

The idea of a Farm Congress was
originally presented to Farm Aid In a
variety of forms by several individuals
and organizations, Farm Aid considered
the idea carefully and, in February of
1986 Willie Nelson sent out an invitation
on behalf of Farm Aid to all leading farm
organizations, asking them to come to a
planning meeting, From this meeting
came the Steering Committee of the
United Farmer & Rancher Congress,

Over the next few months the Steer-
ing Committee continued to meet. The
Congress was planned as a grassroots
event, with ideas and solutions coming
(rom the bottom up.

Because the success of the Congress
depended on a consensus regarding
farmers’ needs, an organizing program
was developed to enable participants to
listen'to each other, air all concerns and
to find unity. InJune, 32 regional coordi-
nators, representing regions that cover

the continental United States, met and
were trained,

Each regional coordinator was re-
sponsible for organizing 15 cominunity
caucuses to be held during July and
August, At each caucus, one delegate for
every ten people present was elected to
go to the Congress,

It was quite a challenge to organize
15 caucuses In a period of two months,
First, each regional coordinator con-
tacted all concerned organizations and
individuals in the area, and those inter-
ested i participating formed the core
organizing group for the local caucus, A
local leader was selected, the site and
time of the local caucus was established
and a pre-meeting of the core group was
called. At the pre-meeting the caucus
was carefully planned by all, and the
tasks for organizing and publicizing the

caucus divided, When a pre-meeting -

was not feasible, all of this work had to
be done by phone. The intent of this
procedure was to involve anyone who
wished to be involved. It was open and
welcoming, Notices of the caucuses




went up at feed and seed stores, super-
markets, churches, health clinics, and
Jibraries.

Each caucus was a two and a half
hour meetlng dlvided into two sections,
the resolution process and the election of
delegates, After introductions, the re-
gional coordinator handed out a work-
book on the farm crisis and presented a
slide show on farm policy. The partici-
pants were asked: What steuck you most

1n the show? What surprised you? What -

did it say that you wanted to have said?
What more would you want said? A dls-
cussion followed of present problems
and future hopes. .

The coordinator then asked permis-
sion to follow a structured model de-
signed to bring out more ideas about the
causes of the farm crisis and what the
people in the room thought the solutions
to the crisis might be,

Issues facing agricultural families
were named by the people at the caucus
and written out on large wall cards by
the coordinator. These Issues -wete
grouped into categories, e.g., import/
export, price, land ownership, and so

on, Each category was examined for its -

underlying problem.

Then the coordinator asked everyone
to envision his or her future; What do
you want the future to look like? Is the
the grass green? Are there new buildings
in your town? What is YOUR idea of

_ prosperity? Given your vision of the
future, what should be done to resolve
these major problems? What actions
need to be taken locally and nationally?

Everyone wrote down three to five
actions to resolve the problems, and then
split up into small teams, Together these
‘teams listed out key actions to be taken.
‘These were put on cards for wall display.
Once again the data was grouped into
similar categories, Major problems had
been identified, and potential actions
suggested. At this point the meeting was
generally ready to agree upon the resolu-
tions it wished to bring to St. Louis.

The resolution process was exciting
for organizers, They discovered that each
group had its own distinctive character
and style. The grasstoots foundation that
was laid in local meetings was funda-
mental (o the success of the Congress.
Individual expression was encouraged

while unity was discovered on the com--

mon ground of all farmers afflicted by
crisis, '

The second part of the caucus was
delegate election, Two types of delegates
were elected: 1) producer delegates, who
were farmers or ranchers, and 2) rural
community delegates, who might be
teachers, clergy, farmers’ co-op repre-
sentatives, or small business people liv-
ing in a rural area. To ensure that
“producer delegates'’ made up the bulk
of the Congress, there was no limit set on
the number of producer delegates to be
elected (within the 1:10 ratio), but only
one rural community delegate could be

~elected per caucus.

Bvery effort was made to see that
there was minority representation in the
delegates elected proportional to the
number of minorities participating in

the caucuses, and that the delegation
was evenly divided between women
and men,

There was no nominating process.
People attending the caucus who wished
to run for delegate and who mct eligibil-
ity requirements could simply file to run,

‘For every ten people at the caucus, one

delegate was elected to represent them at
the Congress. Nationally, 600 meetings
were held and over 1900 delegates were
elected to attend the Congress,

The task of each dclegate was to fur-
ther the development of an agricultural
policy that was truly representative of
the interests of American farmers and
ranchers. At the Congress, delegates
assisted with this process of condensing
the hundreds” of resolutions gathered
from around the country into final pol-
icy statements that the entire Congress
could agree on,

In order to condense the hundreds of
resolutions, “‘break-out’’ groups were
formed which covered every major con-
cern addressed by the resolutions that
had been mailed in from all across the
country. The break-out groups met for
hours—arguing, discussing, and finally
hammering out a final set of resolutions
regarding their particular topic. Each
group made a final recommendation to
the Resolutions Committee, which met
to formulate the final resolutions. These
were read and voted on in the last ple-
nary session of the Congress and ate
published at the back of this booklet.




PERSONAL, POLITICAL

& PHILOSOPHICAL

Regional coordinators
organized the caticuses
which produced  del-
egates fiom all over
the continental United
States. Without their
dedication and long hours of work, the Con-
gress could wot have taken place. It was largely
their gift for working with fellow farmers that
wade it  success. This is how some of the peo-
ple who helped shape the Congress saw if.

ILENE MEYERS
DAHO REGIONAL COORDINATOR

My husband was raised on our farm and
we took itover from his parents. We were
doing very well—we weren't overex-
tended, our production credit associa-
tion was. They started by foreclosing on
farms with equity, though eventually
they got to everyone, At first we felt we
wete loners, They're very good at blam-
ing the farmer, saying you're a poor
manager, We felt we were the only ones,
especially in our area. We went into
bankruptcy proceedings, and I called on

our Representative for help. Together we

" organized a meeting, and it was then

that we began to hear stories from other
states,

The Congress gave us a big boost in
[daho. Stnce then farmers have learned
that their biggest problem is being too

productive and not well organized—

now that’s beginning to turn around,

-HAL HAMILTON

KENTUCKY/TENNESSEE REGIONAL COGRDINATOR

Of-course, there’s the obvious compari-
son between today and the *30s. Qut of
the last major depression farmers won
the New Deal legislation that raised farm
prices and established government pri-
orities to insure prosperity. But the New
Deal policies began to be dismantled in
the '50s, Farm policy since then has
been determined by a few large food
processing, trading, and wholesale cor-
porations. And while farmers have been
going bankrupt, these companies are
doing very well, Cargill, for example, the
largest of the five major grain companies

inthe world, Increased its profits by 66%
in 1985-86. Farm policy is in latge part
determined by these companies; I hesi-
tate to call them “‘middlemen’” because
they are such enormous enterprises.

The "70s were an important period in
the development of this. crisls: export
markets increased, there were worldwlde
high commodity prices, good borrowing
and buying power everywhere. We were
selling all over the world. There was an
{nflationary spiral in land -and asset
values (such as machinery). We had
debt-fueled inflation: individual farmers
weren't maklng more money, but on
paper every year their net worth went up
and they were encouraged to borrow
and expand. As you may rcmember,
Bar] Butz, Nixon's Secretary of Agricul-
ture, said, “Get big or get out.”

The sector of agriculture that got on
the growth bandwagon was a minority,
yet therc was an overwhelming sense
that it was a good time to go into farm-
ing. A lot of young people, including
myself, got started then. The older gen-
eration didn’t mind taking out a mort-




gage to help. The farm debt went from
$50 billion in 1970 to $220 billion in
1981, In 1981, commodity prices began
to fail in a worldwide recession. The
govermment was controlling inflation
by jacking up interest rates which,
of course, had a big negatlve effect on
highly leveraged farms, Interest rates
rose, prices dropped, consumption
dropped, jobs and farms were lost.

CRAIG SEVERTSON
SOUTH DAKQTA REGIONAL COORDINATOR
South Dakota s primarily an agricultural
state. Up through 1979-80 things were
still okay in South Dakota, Nationally in
‘81 and ‘82 a peak was reached; land
values were high and ranchers and farm-
crs were living on appreciated equity. In
. ‘82 the downward slide began; farm
sales began, By ‘84 you could look on
Sunday in the state’s largest paper and
find three or four pages of farm sales,

Unfortunately, it wasn't difficult to
organize for the Congress because so
many {armers and ranchers felt the pres-
sure of the farm crisls, We had anywhere
betwecen 20 and 90 people at a caucus,
with 17 caucuses in all, some on reserva-
tions, You could tell the level of crisis in
an arca by the number of people who
shiowed up.

The greatest achievement of the Con-

gress was communication and network-

ing. People came away with a sense of
what it would take to get things done
politically, People who hadn’t acted
before were spurred on, and we came

back to South Dakota knowing who to
call for Information or political pressute.
Youdon'tdevelop real leadership and get
people to come together until there is a
great problem, }
Since the Congress, we've had one
gencral meeting with many delegates
present, a lot of whom are working on
both state and federal legislation. You
know, South Dakota came into the farm
crisis later than Minnesota and other
surrounding states and was a step or two
behind, so the Congress had a particu-
larly strong influence here, It gave South
Dakota a big push in getting organized.

BETTY FUSCHER
NEBRASKA REGIONAL COORDINATOR

‘Organizing the meetings proved to be

quite a challenge, The state of Nebraska
is long, so I declded to set the meetings
up in a big swing, going along the south

-and then turning up north and coming

home. All the mectings were arranged
and set up. About the lime I was ready to
start, the calls started coming In and the
dates were being changed on me. I
ended up running all over the state helter
skelter, but got it all completed anyway,
We had meetings in the mornings, after-
noons and evenings, any time they could
arrange them, But the morning meetings
were the best attended, As soon as peo-
ple realized it was their meeting and they
were not there to lisien to someone but
to have a say in what was going to hap-
pen, they became very responsive and
excited. For mé, the Congress ftself

should have been a feeling of ending a
period of very hard work, but it wasn’t
that at all, It felt like the start of some-
thing, not the end.

Most of the delegation from Nebraska
are still working together as a unit, We
are now incorporating as the Nebraska
League of Rural Voters, which s the vehi-
cle needed to keep this group working
logether for the long term. 1am also one
of the original organizers of the Nebraska
Unity Coalition, In April we're now five
months old and have farmer organiza- -
tions, labor groups, church and peace
groups—35 in all-working together,
The Nebraska delegation realized that
we cannot change policy overnight and

when we do get better farm legislation - -

we must stay active to keep it, Our farm-
ers and ranchers have realized that there
is a political side to farming that needs
constant attention.,

SUSAN BRIGHT
INDIANA REGIONAL COORDINATOR
How did I feel about the Congress? I was
in awe of the whole thing. It was a funny
feeling being there—like they must have
felt at the first Continental Congress. It
sounds corny, I know, but one of my kids
Is a history nut and we talk abous that.
We didn’t get a lot of publicity with the
United Farmer and Rancher Congress,
but neither did the {irst Gontinental Con-
gress and its importance wasn't just of
that moment, It showed up down the
road,

Indiana is a conservative state, We




had 54 delegates to the Congress. That
. was a [eat and a milestone, It wasn't
what 1 did, People were looking for
something, grasping at straws, The bub-
ble was about to burst and a lot of them
were becoming aware they wouldn't be
able to keep farming in any capacity.
There wasn’t anyone in out gtoup
who wasn't impressed with both the
form and content of the Congress, and
the speakers, They gotthe sense that they
can do something, but they also saw that
It's not going to happen till they get in-
volved. That's what the Congress told
them,

LLOYD REESER
ILLINOIS REGIONAL COORDINATOR

Power groups such as international
banking and corporate money interests
have taken direct aim to eliminate family
farming as we know it. The ones at the
-top would like to see thosc of us on the
Jower end of the ladder destroyed.

_- There is no entity that is not threat-
ened by the belief that only the most
powerful should survive. The more
powerful feed on those who are less
powerful, When there’s nothing left on
the bottom to support the top, it will self-
destruct. The farm crisis Is part of this
greater phenomenon, .

The UFRC represented the more
common, decent ““American’’ belief that
we know and accept: a fair return for
input. I'm 66 years old, I've been
Involved in farming all my life, and I'd
say the farm crisis began in the ecatly
‘50s, when we went off the parity struc-
ture. If we had a parity economy we

b - GRS

would find real economic and social
growth. The delegales to the UFRC
definitely want the kind of economy
where everyone gains equally,

SHIRLEY SHERROD

GEQRGIA/SOUTH CAROLNA REGIONAL
COORDINATOR

Wwith droughtand low prices, most oper-
ations in Georgla, especially black farm-
ers, but many white farmers too, were 0
close to foreclosure that an idea like the
United Farmer and Rancher Congress
was desperately needed.

I covered two states, Georgla and
South Carolina. I got help from the Fed-
eration of Southern Cooperatives in
organizing and finding contacts, espe-
cially in South Carolina whichI'm not as
familiar with. I had 68 delegates in all,
about half black and half white, We were
pleased with the Congress, I felt happy
because not only did I go with two states,
[ also had men and women, black and
white—and they all worked well
together, :

Peoplein Georgla have had twomeet-
ings since the Congress, and they've con-
tinued to be interracfal, A lot of my work
now is trying to keep farmers afloat, I
help people prepare and go to hearings
with the Federal Land Bank and the
FmHA. I meet with people in seven
counties—we have training on legal
problems, farm and home plans, altet-
native crops, things like that..

The Congress helped .farmers in
Georgla to see that farmers all over the
country may have different crops, but
they have the same problems. There was

a sense of togetherness, It takes a little of .
the selfishness and independence away.
Before, farmers around here wouldn't
fight for an issue regardless of its effect
elsewhere; now they think in national
terms,

The Congress also pushed white and
black farmers together quicker than -
would otherwise have happened. You
know, we had a farmers meeting, not a
black and white meeting.

LINDA CURRIE
KANSAS REGIONAL COORDINATOR
In Kansas I heard two major concerns
wherever I went, both urban and rural:
the need for unity and the need to edu-
cate the public, The public needs to
know what will happen if this continues.
We have 600 small towns, 25 service
centers and 4 major cities, We're losing
those towns and the rest will follow in an
agricultural state like Kansas.

Kansas farmers were inspired by the

-Congress. The Rural Outreach Coalition

of Kansas came out of the Congress. The
majority of board members were dele-
gates. Funding will back up emergency
services such as food collection and dis-
tribution, volunteer health services, and
area support groups where families in
crisis can meet every week. We've found
that others who have been through itare
more help to farmers than professionals
who they tend to feel branded by. Parm-
ers can respond to psychologists and
ministers by saying: *I'm not crazy,” o,
"I don’t want to be preached to.” In sup-
port groups we go to farm sales with




people, we provide information about
bankruptcy, we'll get a lawyer to come
talk, we'll mediate by going to the bank
with the borrower,

Istay in tune with leglslation and the
support groups write letters. It gives peo-
ple hope: they can do something within
the System to change it, learn options for
their own lives, and make something
positive out of this very negative thing
that's happening to them, Kansas is los-
ing 68 farms every week, and according
to the U.S. Department of Labor, at least
three jobs are lost every time a family
farm is liquidated, One business fails for
every ten farms lost, We lead the nation
in‘bank closings here. Kansas is mostly
agricultural, especially the north central
region where they are trying to settle a
nuclear dump site for seven states, These
things have really brought unity. People
have Jeatned they must stand up and say
no, and there have been a lot of unex-
pected coalitions, Farmers are learning

we can have a say in our futare,

STANLEY HARDEN :

GEORGIA FARMER AND DELEGATE

In a sense, the issue sessions on Friday
afternoon were similar to the meeting at
which I was elected. I went to the session
on International Trade—our Georgla
group was very concerned about foreign

imports and this meeting was a real eye-

opener for me, For example, one major
point referred to the importation of beef
and how the USDA regulations are often
¢vaded by bringing meat in through
Puerto Rico designated for the United
States. Not only meat is handled in this

way, but a lot of other products, too, We
also discussed how BPA regulations on
controlled substances are not enforced
on imports. There are USDA standards
for so many chemical parts per million
for domestlc food, but, for example,
semi-processed products can be Im-
ported without any regulations.

These were the kinds of issues we dis-
cussed and I felt the final condensation
into resolutions was a good job, It was
well organized but didn’t seem already
drawn up to be rubber stamped—it was
a working Congress, The resolutions did
reflect teglonal interests but with a litide
glve and take I think everyone's con-
cerns were able to be met. One good
example is the time spent in the issues

sessions on the minority farmers. I spoke -

to one woman from Oklahoma who had
had no idea there were black farmers in
her state, I think eyes were opencd, The
plightof minority farmers was addressed
in most of the sessions and in the final
resolutions which I felt were balanced
and well impacted.

DAVID SENTER

STEERING COMMITTEE :
The Congress recharged people who
have been involved in organizing around
this farm crisis since the very beginning.
We founded the American Agriculture
Movement in October/November of
1977, and in February of 1978 we had
organized a rally on the Capitol in D.C.
that was attended by 50,000 farmers;
there were smaller rallies at the same
time in many states. We could see
already at that time that the leaders of

the new agricultural policy were going in
the direction of corporate farming: big-
ger is better, and we felt since the farm
crisis was being caused by the federal
governiment the solution would have to
come outof Washington, too, In 1979 we
had a’ tractorcade and a march that
brought 6,000 tractors and pickups from
all over the country (o Washington for a
month. :

That was almost ten years ago. There
was an cmotional high that people

- brought to those first demonstrations,

and we saw the same kind of energy at
the United Farmer and Rancher Con-
gress, Of course, it also brought in new
people and organizations. The big dif-
ference from ten years ago was in our
abllity to channel the energy. In the
beginning there were a lot of people
wanting to get involved who didn’t
know how—didn't know the system,
didn’t know how to get around politi-

- cally. Now; with years of experience,

and the development of good, level-

* headed leadership, we were able to have

a United Farmer and Rancher Congress
which harnessed all that energy effec-

tively, Experience said we had to speak

in one voice, avoiding regionalism and

single commodity concerns. We had a

need for a set of resolutions in which all

positions were melted into one, and we

accomplished that.

Activists came together from all over
the country, creating new communica-
Lions links within their states and regions,
Here at AAM we've had many requests
to start new state chapters, In Washing-
ton, D.C., there's been a dramatic im-




provement in relations between national
membership organizations concerned
with the farm crisis. This is all a result of
the common purpose achieved at the
United Farmer & Rancher Congress.

ELLEN KURZ

FIELD CODRDINATOR

Ellen's job was to manage and assist the state
coordinators, and to oversee all the cavcuses
nationwide, She developed the elections process
for the caucuses, and together with Ton! Kelley
ran the training sesston for state coordinators
that took place in June of 1986 in Texas. Ellen
also gave a thiee day preparalory session for
state coordinators on the eve of the Congress
and tan floor aperations during the Congress.

1 just want to say that in my expetl-
ence the majority of those state coordi-
nators were some of the best organizets
I've ever worked with. They were so
energetic and smart, and professional.
They were just incredible, And despite
all the pressures they worked beautifully
together as a group during the Congess.

Speeches were given by concernted grasstools
~ qctivists and elected officials throughout the
three-day Congress. Below arte excerpled
highlights.

JIM HIGHTOWER
TEXAS COMMISSIONER OF AGRICUITURE

Itisa genuine treat, I think, tolook outat
this audience and see the diversity and
the potential that is within this room, A
United Parmer & Rancher Congress, the
first of its kind in modern times, but a
gathering of hard pressed dirt farmers
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and hardscrabble ranchers that can trace
its roots back directly to the Holiday
Movement in the 1930s in this country
. . . to the 1870s through the early 1900s
in the Farmet’s Alllance and the Peoples’
Party and the Populist movement.

In the 1930s we got a government
that didn't abandon the family farmer,
didn’t turn its back on the family farmer,
but put the government’s money where
its mouth was and went out there and

“invested in family farms as we now

invest in Chrysler, as we now invest in
the big banks of our nation, as we now
invest in any Latin American dictator-
ship that can afford a pair of sunglasses.

Since 1981 half a million farmers
have been put out of business, We're los-
ing our farms at a rate of 2,000 a week,
We have a government that has turned
its back on the family farmer. We see that
others have come before us and have
done what we must do now—which is

« to make demands and to organize for

economic fairness and social justice in

American agriculture, which is all this

Congress is about, That's a long, it's a
hard, it’s an often unappreciated struggle
butit's a noble struggle and one we have
no cholce but to make. Ours is a power
struggle aver the enormous productive
assels and the wealth-generating poten-
tial of American agriculture.

TOM HARKIN

U.S. SENATOR, 10WA -

Harry Truman said it best: *“You know as
well as I, when wheat goes up the price
of bread goes up, when wheat has fallen
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the price of bread didn’t go down a bit.”
He said, ““There you have it That's the
policy of blg business, Pay as little as you
can to the farmer, low prices to the farm-
er, cheap wages for labor and high prof-
its for the big corporations.” And my
friends, that is the essential problem with
America today. Too many people making
money on money, and not enough peo-
ple making money on farming and min-
ing and manufacturing!

We have a crisis—it’s a crisis of who
we are as a nation and what we areas a

people. It's a crisis of the American -

Dream that through hard work, thrift
and savings we can build for our chil-
dren a better life, that our children would
have work that’s rewarding and satisfy-
ing. Mind you, 1 didn’t say that our kids
would have jobs—jobs isn't the issuc.
Hell, staves had jobsl What we want is
work that’s meaningful work in our

" seciety,

EDDIE ALBERT
ENTERTAINER AND FARM ACTIVIST
[The U.S.] Congress sets your ptice—by
law. But this Is an illusion, because the
people who influence Congress are peo-
ple who have campaign contributions or
a lot of votes, PERIOD. Period. Now the
other night I was talking to Congressman
GephardtoutinL.A., and I asked him: Is
it true that for one farmer you talk to
there are at least one hundred lobbyists
from the food processors talking to you?
He said: Maybe more.

You see, your word doesn’t mean
very much in Congress right now. . . . The
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lobbylsts walk in and say: ‘“Look, Con-

* gressman, it's very tough out there, Con-

sumers aren’t buying our products, our
bread and our processed foods, our
packaging and advertising, We need
lower prices in the raw materials.”’ *‘Oh,
Is thatso?" ''Yes, and incldentally here’s
a$10,000 check for your next campaign.”
This is the way it happens. . . . This is
why you don’t have any protection,

JESSE JACKSON

AAINBOW COALITION

Our demand is for a moratoriwm on farm
and hotne foreclosures—this is a state of
emergency. Our cry Is for parity not
charity. Farmers are hard-working peo-
ple, Farmers don’t want a handout, they
want a helping hand and you deserve a
helping hand from the nation that you
fed and made great and strong.

A government that is for the people
and by the people has to assume its
proper role: the role of the protector of
the people against large monopolies and
corporations. The govermment has to
work to the advanlage of all for our
future, for our children’s future, for the
future of our nation and the world.
When four companies control about
80% of U.S. exports, government's
proper role should be clear; when five
companies control 90% of the world's
grain trade, the government’s role
should be clear, Farmers need protection

[rom the cqrporate exploiters; farmers-

need parity not charity—our govern-
ment’s role must be clear.
When we dwell together in unity,

when we turn to each other and not on
each other, when the women who
birthed our nation and bred our nation
and manage our nation, when they coa-
lesce with the farmers who fed our
nation, when they coalesce with the sol-
diers who defend our nation, when they
coalesce with the youth who inherit our
nation, together we are the new major-
ity, we have the power to make America
America for all Americans, We have that
power when we come together,

JOHN T. O'CONNOR .

DIREGTOR, NATIONAL CAMPAIGN AGAINST
TOXIC HAZARDS

Since World War II, we have increased
farm chemical usage by roughly 100%.
In each year, ten or fifteen billion dollars
leaves the family farmer and goes into
the easuries of the DuPonts, the Mon-
santos, the Union Carbides, and the
Exxons . . . look at this ill bill of goods

- they've sold you where pesticides is con-

cerned. Before World War II, you the

farmers were losing roughly one third of

your crops to bugs. Well, today, after
complete chemical saturation of this

nation, we are still losing one third of our .

crops to bugs, Pesticides have not
worked . . . certainly . . . we must build
In protection for farmers who take up the
challenge and begin to use more natural
farming techniques . . . beyond saving
money and protecting the environment,
the reductlon of chemical usage on the
farm also gives you an important oppor-
tunity to establish relationships with the
allies you need In urban and suburban

America to win your programs,

RICHARD GEPHARDT

U.S. REPRESENTATIVE, MISSOURI

"It makes me angry, it absolutely makes
my blood boil that people in this country
who are farmers can make intelligent
decisions, can work as hard as they
know how, but yet the government has

created an envivonment, an atmosphere

in which no matter how hatd you work,
no matter how hard you try, no matter
how many hours you put in, you're
doomed to fail because the policy is
wrong and it’s designed to make people
fail—we're going to change that!”

MARK RITCHIE

NATIONAL BOARD CHAIR .

LEAGUE OF RURAL VOTERS

The Farmers and -Ranchers Congress
marked a turning point in the consclous-
ness and political life of thousands of
rural people across the country; It repre-
sented the first time, since the dark days
of the 1930s, that faimers and ranchers
gathered from all regions to discuss our
mutual problems and to outline a uni-
fied plan of action.

What struck me the most was the
long-term view taken by most of the del-
egates. They saw the need for intense
wotk over the next five (o ten years to
turn agricultural policy around, and they
saw the need to be vigilant for the rest of
their lives to preserve the rural way of
life. 1tis thislong-range vision thatmakes
democracy possible in a nation as large
and diverse as the United States,

(]
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SEPTEMBER 11, 1986

4:00-8:00 P

REGISTRATION

6:30-7:30 PM -

REGIONAL CAUCUS BEETINGS

8:00 PM

(OPENING CEREMONIES OF THE UNITED FARMER

& RANCHER CONGRESS
Toni Kelley, Coordinator

FLAG SALUTE ,
Gordon Sample, KY delegate

NATIONAL ANTHEM
Jemnifer Lyman, MT delegate

12

QOPENING PRAYER ‘
Reverend Merle Boos, Director of Rural
Ministty, Division for Mission in North
Amerlca

ROLL GALL OF STATE DELEGATIONS PRESENT
Howard Lyman, UFRC Steering Committee
and delegates from: AL, AZ, AR, CA, CO, CT,
FL, GA, ID, IL, IN, [A, KS, KY, LA, ME, MD,
MA, M1, MN, MS, MO, MT, NE, NV, NH,
NM, NY, NC, ND, OH, O, OR, PA, SC, SD,
TN, TX, UT, VT, VA, WV, WI, WY

ELECTION OF UFRC CHAIR
Anne Kanten, Minnesota Assistaiit
Commissioner-of Agriculture

'+ Adoption of the Rules of Order

« Appolntment of Parlimentarfan—Ed
Trvdy, NE delegate

REMARKS
Anne Kanten

WELCOME
Haitlett Woods, Lt. Governor of Missourd

GREETINGS

John Evans, Governor of Idaho (fetter read by

Here Myers, 1D URRC Regional Coordinator)
George Wallace, Governor of Alabama
(letter read by W.L Reid, AL delegate)

INVOCATION AND REMARKS
Reverend Jesse Jackson, Rainbow Coalition

Music
Jane Sapp, musiclan and civil rights activist

INTRODUCTION OF STEERING COMMITTEE
CALL FOR UNITY

Wayne Easter, President, National Farmers
Union of Canada

Wayne Cryts, MO delegate

PRESENTATION
Junlor White, Idaho farmer and delegate,
donates 4,000 pounds of potatoes to

Operatlon Food Send, Inc. to feed the hun-

gry of St. Louis

CLOSING PRAYER
Max Glenn, Director of the Oklahoma

* Conference of Churches

RECESS
Anne Kanten, Chair of UFRC

9:30 PM
RECEPTION

1§




SEPTEMBER 12, 1986

7:30 AM
REGIONAL CAUCUS MEETINGS

10:00 Am
GENERAL SESSION
CALL T ORDER
Chair Anne Kanten

OPENING PRAYER

Reverend Joe Keesecker

FLAG SALUTE
Benny and Mr. Bunting (oldest delegate)

NATIONAL ANTHEM

MULTI-MEDIA PRESENTATION
*“The Rural State of the Union"

REMARKS
Rddie Albert, entertainer and farm activist

REMARKS
Jim Hightower, Texas Commissioner of
~Agriculure

CLOSING PRAYER -
- Rabbl James Bennett

1:00-4:00 PM

POLIGY WORKSHOPS

« Rarm Prices

* Credit

« Imports/Exports

_ * Conservation and Protection of the

Environment

» Land Ownership & Control

+ Rural Economic Development

* Tax and Fiscal Policies

» Food Asslstance, Quality and Safety

* Bducation

« Direct Action

8:00 PM

CONGCERT
Willie Nelson and (riends v

SEPTEMBER 13, 1986

8:00-9:00 AM
REGIONAL CAUCUS MEETINGS

9:30-11:00 AM
REGIONAL WORKSHOPS

12:00 PM
GENERAL SESSION
CALL TO ORDER
Chair Anne Kanten

CPENING PRAYER
Father Norm White

MUSIC
“Amerlca” by the Children of God

Choir of 51, Louis

REPORT ON RESOLUTIONS PROCESS
Merle Hansen, Chair,
Resolmions Commiltee

ADDRESS

Bill Cass Stevens, Vice President, UAW

ADDRESS
Senator Tom Harkin, lowa

RESOLUTION REPORT
PRICING—Corky Jones,
Steering Committee

RESOLUTION REPORT
CREDIT—Mark Ritchie,
Resolutions Committee

RESOLUTION REPORT
IMPORTS/EXPORTS—Mark Ritchie,
Resolutions Comniittee

RESOLUTION REPORT
CONSERVATION—Howard Lyman,
Steering Committee

REMARKS
John O’Connor, Director, National
Campalgn Against Toxlc Hazards

RESOLUTION REPORT .
LAND OWNERSHIP—John Zippert,
Federation of Southern Cooperatives

RESOLUTION REPORT
RURAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT—
Mark Ritchle, Resolutions Commiitee

RESOLUTION REFORT
TAX 6 FISCAL POLICIES—Mark Ritchie;
Resolutions Committee

RESOLUTION REPGRT
FOOD QUALITY & SAFETY~—Mark Ritchie,
Resolutions Committee

RESOLYUTION REPORT
EDUCATION—Rita Thompson,

" Delegate

MOVE T0 SEND RESOLUTIONS TO PRESIDENT
REAGAN AND CONGRESS

REMARKS
Senator Tom Harkin, Iowa

REMARKS
Congressman Richard Gephards, Missouri

CLOSING PRAYER
Mary Ellen Lloyd, National Council
of Churches _ »

CLOSING
Chair Anne Kanten




- DELEGATE-APPROVED

RESOLUTIONS

The ﬁmﬂ product of
the Congtess are these
delegate-approved Res-

sent many hundreds of
- " hours of work by thou-

sands of farmers and ranchers from all over the

country. '

WHEREAS Manlpulation of prlces and supply
by speculatois, exporters, and commodity
traders has contributed to the hardship faced by
US producets;
BE IT RESOLVED There should be an investiga-
tion into the total marketing system, Including
the activities of commodity futures traders and
speculators on both crop and livesiock prices,
leading to laws which will curb abuses In the
_current system, and government crop reports
should be released under conditlons where they
cannot be used by speculators to force down
prices. )

WHERBAS The disastrous drought In the South-
east is a remlnder of the forces of nature that
producers must contend with, and that the
_existing crop Insurance program is inadequate
to meet our needs;

BE IT RESOLVED Alternative methods of crop
Insurance be explored, Including the creation of
a farmer-owned and held disaster reserve.

WHERRBAS The leadership of both the House and
Senate Agrlculture Commitees Is failing to per
form thelr dutles and failing to address the prob-
lems of Amerlca’s family farmers and ranchers;
BE IT RESOLYED Both the House and Senate
Agriculture Commlitees must be chaired and
led by strong advocates of famlly farmers and
ranchers, which may require the replacement of
current Jeadership;

BE IT FURFHER RESOLVED That all government
programs will be targeted to beneflt family
farmers and ranchers,

CREDIT

WHEREAS The deliberate setiing of farm prices
below the cost of productlon has forced farmers
and ranchers to go deeply Into debt to cover
losses; )

WHEREAS Real interest rates for farmers have
nearly tripled since the early 70, primarily asa

"

olutions which repre-
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result of federal budget deficlts and the manipu-
latlon of interest rates by the Federal Reserve
Board;

WHERBAS The epidemic ol foreclosures and
bankruptcies which have resulted from low
farm prices and high Interest rates have forced
land, machinery, and livestock values to drop
by as much as 50% or more;

WHEREAS This decline in values Is a serious
threat to the banking system of our nation, with
as much as $50 Dillion I debt being
unrepayable; :

BE I'T RESOLVED An (mmediate federal morato-
rium on farm, small business, and rural bank
fareclosures should be enacted, untll prices
return to profltable levels for a period of at least
five years, This Is necessary 10 prevent further
llquidatlons which will force asset values even
lower;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED A federal progratn of
mandatory mediation linked with federal and
state-government assisted debt-restructuring
should be enacted Immedlately to help keep
rural lenders solvent and family farmers on
their land, similar to the program in the
Farmer's Falr Credit Plan and the Minnesota
Mediation law.

WHEREAS Congressionally mandated lenders,
like the Farm Credlt System and the Farmers
Home Administration, are required by thelr
enabling leglslation to assist family farmers and
ranchers; v

WHEREAS These lenders have been found to be
deflclent in many of thelr practices, leading to
legal foreclosures, which have resulted in
numerous lawsuits, and. court settlements
which have been extremely expensive for
taxpayers;

BE IT RESOLVED An Independent and private
audit and investigation of all such lenders
should be conducted, Including the impact of’
such practices as varlable Interest rates,
arbltrary land value reductions, favoritism,
tiered interest rates, denial of credit on the basis
of race, sex, or age, lobbylng against falr farm
prices, retaliation against producers who are
active in the farm movement, failure 1o exerclse
forebearance, and the use of bill collection
agencics to selze farm family assets. The resulis
of this audit must be made public;

BE FI FURTHER BESOLYED Unblased administra-
tlve law fudges be required to preslde and rule
on all FmHA appeals; )

DE IT FURTHER RESOLVED Taxpaycr funded
ballouts of the Parm Credli System or other
lenders should be made conditional upon
demonstration that such funds benefit
producer-borrowers, Including wrltedowns,
restructuring, lower Interest rates, and a 2% cap
on the spread between thelr cost of money and
what they charge borrowers, They must demon-
strate their intention to keep present owners on
their land, and that they have recommitted
themselves to their orlginal purpose and
mission, ‘

WHBREAS State judges often sit on the Boards of'
Directors of banks and have other similar con-
flicts of interest;

BRIT RESOLVED That any judge with ownership
or managerlal Interest in any financlal Institu-
tion shall not sit In judgeinent of any debtor-
creditor dispute,

WHEREBAS Neaily one-third of our farmers and
ranchers are near Insolvency, and another one-
third are In serious trouble, many of whom will
be forced off thelr farms in the near future;

BR XT RESOLVED All efforts should be made to
help farmers who are forced out by this crists to
get back into profitable productlon. Changes in
the US-Bankruptcy Code should be adopted,
including a deletlon of the trustee provision in
Chapters 11 and 13, and the adoption of "“cram
down’’ provisions., *“Returning farmer’’ pro
grams must be inltlated by all leaders, Including
the provision allowing foreclosed farmers the

right of first refusal to buy or rent thelr land

back at current market value,

WHEREAS A number of state legislatures have
passed resolutlons calling for the repeal of the
Federal Reserve Act of 1913

BE IT RESOLVED Congress should call for an
Immediate audit of the Federal Reserve System,




and the repeal of the Federal Rescrve Act of
1913,

wHEREAS Our rural independent bankers are
an important part of our farm communities;
WHERHAS These banks are in deep financlal
trouble due to the inabllity of their farmer and
farm-business cuslomers to repay their debts;
BE IT RESOLVED Speclal assistance to-indepen-
dent rural banks shall be adopted by Congress
and state legislatures, Includlng the full
implementation of exlsting assistance, like spe-
clal accounting procedures that permit bankers
to write-off bad farm loans over a (5 year
period.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED Laws preventing the
spread of monopoly banks, such as prohi-
bitlons on Interstate banking, must be
strengthened;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED Harassment of rura)
banks and borrowers by the FDIC must end
immedtately;

DE IT FURTHER RESOLVED The FDIC be account-
able to Congress who shall set rules and regula-
tions to make them accountable.

IMPORTS, EXPORTS,
AND FOREIGN POLICY

WHEREAS Imports ~compete directly with

unsold stocks of US-produced agricultural and
food products; .

'WHERBAS Sotnie of these imports are cash crops
which are produced by multi-natlonal food cor-
porations on Jand needed by people in those
countries to grow food for thelr own survival;
WHEREAS Food imports now excecd exports,
which are drastically Increasing our trade
deficit;

BRITRESOLVED The US must enter inmediatcly
into multi-lateral negotiations almed at achley-
ing “fair trade’ among nations, not so-called
““free trade’’ as advocated by the grain trading
multi-nationals, These negotiations must insure
that US health and safety standards are met,
that we arc not creating more hunger through
our lmports, and that we will not further
Increase our unsold stocks here in the US;

BEITTURTHBR RESOLVED Impor(s of agricultural
and food products should not be allowed Into
the United States at less thait 110% of parlty,
and this would supercede all mubi-lateral
agreements,

WHEREAS Agricultural Imports compete di-
rectly agalnst unsold stocks of US-produced
agricultural and food products, some of which
are brought into the US without the same health
and safety standards required of US producers;
BE IT RESOLVED That imported agriculural and
food products must be labeled as to the country
of orlgin to the consumer, Foreign agticultural
and food imports must be required to meet the
same standards and intent of utilization as
tequired by law In the US;

BI iT RBSOLYED The Secretary of Agrlculture
must enforce the provisions of Sectfon 22 of the
permanent farm law, the 1949 Act, in order to
protect, domestle supply control programs il
threatened by timports;

BRITFURTHER RESOLVED [n those areas ofthe US

bordering provinces of forelgn countries where
masslve subsidization destroys markets and
hurts American farmers, speclal conslderation
must be made to make corrective adjustments
necessary to prevent the climinatlon of the
farmers In that area,

WHEREAS The United States is an important
market for the agricultural production of' many
developing nations who rely on these exports
for forelgn exchange earnings ln order 1o service
thelr forelgn debts; )

IE IT RESOLVBD The US should participate In
international commodity agreements to help

assure falr world market prices for the products

of the developlng countries in order to max-
imize thefr export earnings.

WHEREAS US domination of world trade means
we set world prices for most basic commoditles,
primarily through domestlc price and produc-
tiont policies;

WHEREAS When the US sets farm prices below
the cost of productlon, 1t forces down world
prices, reducing forelgn exchange earnings of
other exporters;

WHEREAS This Intentional lowering of world
prices by the US forces other countries around
the world to increase thelr production just to
service their foreign debt, thereby reducing the
market for US exports; :
WHERBAS The lowering of US farm prices
results Ina reduction I US export earnings, due
to the relatively Inelastle nature of world food
markets, {urther worsening our natiop’s rade
deficit; )
WHEREAS The current two-tiered price support
program of target prices and CCC leans {s dn
enormously expensive system of export subsi-
dies, costing over twice In taxpayer dollars as
the total value of the exports being subsidized.
For example, In 1986 US taxpayers will pay over
$6 billion 10 subsidize corn exports only worth
$3 blllion;

BE IT RESOLVED Domestic US farm policles
should not be allowed to set world market
prices artificially below parity, and we should
enter Into multi-lateral negotiations with all
major exporters and importers of our major
export products on issues of price, quality, imar-
ketshares, and carryover stocks;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED Farm exports should
be measured In price per unit of production,
total dollars earned and volume.

WHERRAS The reputatlon of the US as a reliable
supplier to the world market has been serlously
harmed by our use of political embargos;
WHEREAS The blending of forelgn matter into
our grain -by US exporters has also caused
tremendous damage to our reputation;

BE I¥ RESOLVED There must be a total end of
political embargos, and we must stop the Inten-
tional contamination of high quality grain and
all agricultural and food products with foreign
matter as {irst steps to re-establishing us-as a
reliable, quality supplier.

WHEREAS Third World development assistance
by multi-lateral agencies, such as the World
Bank and the IMF, are often based on austerliy
wmeasures, which reduce the potential market
for US goods In affected couniries, and on the

replacement of farming to meet local food needs
wlth cash crops for exports, often in direct com-
petition with US farmers;

BE ITRESOLYED The US should not participate in
multi-lateral agencies who impose austerity
measures which deliberately lower the stan-
dard of living or which encourage the displace-
mentof{ood cropsgrown for local consumptlon
with cash crops grown for exports;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED US resources should,
nol be used to encourage increased export com-
petition with the expressed purpose of main-
talning and increasing profit 1o US Banks that
have loaned money to these countrles;

BB IT FURTHER RESOLVED Provisions In the
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade which
protect domestic supply management pro-
grams for unrestricted imports must be main-
tained and strengthened in the upcoming round
of GAPT ncgotiations, .

CONSERVATION AND
PROTECTION OF THE
ENVIRONMENT

WHEREAS Low farm prices set by federal farm
legislation have forced many producers to
attempt tomaximize ylelds in order to malntain
adequate cashflow to pay thelr bills;

WHEREAS The system of deficiency payment
subsidies has been based on the number of
bushels produced, thereby encouraging pro-
ducers to maximize ylelds to recelve the Jargest
sutbsidy possible;

WHEREAS This intensllicatlon of production
has Included the plowing and planting of
unsoitable land, including wetlands, fragile
prairies, and other highly erodible land causing
severe soll eroslon problems;

WHERBAS This intensification of production
has lncluded the overuse of fertilizers and chem-
{cals, often resulting In contamination of our
water; .

DB IT RESOLVED That set-aside acres once desig-
nated cannot be used as such again until al!
other cropable acres of that farm have been set
aside, without the permission of the county
committee;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED That proper land
stewardship inust be practiced;

BE JT FURTHER RESOLVED Farm commodity pro-
grams which force producers to Intensify thelr
production, including the setting of low prices
and payment of subsidies based on quantity
produced, niust be abolished.

WHEREAS Insufficlent farm Income makes it
Impossible for family producers to malntain
adequate conservatlon measures on thelr land;
DE IT RESOLVED Producers must recelve a great
enough return for their crops and livestock to
maintain and lmprove soil and water conserva-
tlon measures, [n addition to covering costs of
production and family living.

WHEREAS Below cost of production feedgrain
price has resulted in the elimination of many
family beef and dairy operatlons and the
replacement of thelr grazing cattle with crop
production of corn, soybeans, or wheat;

WHEREAS These crops ate often environmen-
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tally inappropriate for the hillsides and prairics
where cattle once grazed, resulting In immedi-
ate and significant soll eroslon and watey con-
tamination problems;

WHEREAS Many of our sources of ground and
_surface water are becoming depleted due to the
massive expansion of irrigation over the past
decade;

WHEREAS This uncontrolled lrrigation has
greatly Increased the production of crops. of
which we alrcady have large unsold stocks;

DE IT RESOLVED Irrigation expansion should be
contralled at the state level to protect preclous
water supplies and to prevent the further
expansion of crops of which we now have
unsold stocks;

WHERBAS Federal farm policies that keep
sced grain prices below the cost of production
place [amily beef and dairy producers at a
disadvantage;

DR IT RESOLYRD Chcap graln policies must
be eliminated, and policies to encourage the
re-<introduction of cattle in place of crops
where environmentally appropriate must be
lmplemented;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED That the cnormous
damage already caused-by the elimination of
cattle in certaln reglons requires immediate
remedial action, including educational pro-
grams f{or producers and assistance to local sofl
conservation programs.

WHBIEAS Increased potlution of water and soil
{rom pesticides, herbicldaes, and fertilizers poses
a threat to society; . . .
BX IT RESOLVED That stricter standards for test-
{ng and }censing of all these products be estab-
lished and all entltles, including government
agencies, be required to meet the same stan-
dards and be accountable for the testing and
. licensing of these products.

WHEREAS Disposal of toxle and hazardous
materlals arc damaging human health and the
environment; )
BEITRESOLYED Thal all waste shall be disposed
of responsibly, or not produced at all. :

WHERBAS Many traditional pesticides, herbi-
cides, and fertlllzers are proving to have damag-
Ing environmental and health effects;
WHEREAS Farmers seek alternatives to these
products;

DE IT RESOLVED That in¢reased research and
educatlon be undertaken in USDA, Land Grant
colleges, and other educational (acllities In
biological farming, appropriate small farm
technology, transttional and non-chemical
practices.

WHEREAS Any repository (or nuclear or other
waste could place farmland and water
resources in jeopardy for representative sites;
BE IT RESOLVED No reposliory can be located in
any area where aquifers or surface water sup-
plles or productive farmland can be contam-
inated. A safe above ground site shall be
determined; .

BE IT RURTHER RESOLVED That this Farm Con-
gress endorse the efforts of the National Nuclear
Waste Task Force in asking for deletion of funds
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to Department ol Energy until a safe above
ground storage s proven safe;

BE IT RESOLVED That no entlly, private, caor-
porate, or governiment, be allowed to evade its
crimlnal or clvil responsibility, by any means
Including bankruptcy, for the pollution or
degradation of natural resources,

WHERBAS The new Conservation Reserve pro-
gram and new swamp and sodbuster prohibi-
tons are steps In the right direction of long-lerm
soil and watcr preservatlon;

WHERBAS Proposals for Conservation Ease-
memis would also be very beneficial to both
producers and future generations;

BE IT RESOLVED The Conservation Reserve pro-
gram should be expanded, Including the
increasing ol funding to insure that producers
are falrly compensated, ‘and a Conservation
Easement program should be implemented to
(urther protect our future food supply;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED That current deficien-
cles in the administration of the existing Con-
servation Reserve program, Including the
exclusion of highly erodible land which is cur-
rently under conservation practice, and prob-
lems with the sod and swampbuster programs
beaddressed by state as well as federal agencies.

WREREAS The takeover of land by insurance
companies, the federal government, other lend-
ing Institutions, and absentee landowncrs has

.- proven to be disastrous for soil and waler con-

servation efforts;

BEIT RESOLVED That all e¢fforts be.made to keep
farmland in the hands of famlly producers, and
to enforce strict conservation requirements on
all land foreclosed or repossessed by-govern-
micnt or private lenders;

BE IT PURTHER RESOLVED That land foreclosed
by PHA, Farm Credit System or insurance com-
panies shall be taken out of production for 10
years unless the orlglnal owner can redeem,

WHEREAS Current uttlzation of oll, high sulfur
coal and nuclear energy creates environimental
contamlnation and waste disposal problems;
and

WHERBAS High oil imports cost this nation $40
billion and up annually;

WHEREAS Proper technology is now available
to develop a strong conservation program In the
process;

BEITRESOLVED That a program should be devel-
oped that will have & sustainable food and
energy system to utllize farm products for (ood
and fuel that will also enhance conservation of
soll and water, and alr quality.

WHEREAS Water resources are Insufficlent in
quantlty and quality in different arcas of the
country;

BE IT RESOLVED There must be adequate fund-
Ing for PL 566, and that expenditure prioritles
be given towards constiuctlon of facilities rather
than administration in drought areas.

LAND OWNERSHIP
AND CONTROL

WHEREAS The ownership and control over thelr

land Is the most fundamental need and right of
family farmers and ranchers;

WHEREAS Farmers and ranchers have been
losing their land at a record pace in rccent years;
WHEREAS Black and other minority farmers
have faced this erisis much longer and more
intensely than others, and now face total extinc-
tion within the decade If current policies do not
change; :
BE IT RESOLVBD Natfonal policies must be
changed to maintaln a maximum number of
owner-operated family farms and ranches;

BR IT FURTHER RESOLYED Specific land reform
measures must be established to assist dls-
placed producers to get back Into agriculture;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVID Speclal assistance to
limited resource farmers must be strengthened,

WHBEREAS Black farmers are losing their land
two-and-one-hall times faster than white
farmers, with the real danger that there will be
no Black farmers left by the year 2000;

WHERBAS The 1982 US Clvil Rights Commis-

slon study, entitled ““The Decline of Black Farm- -

ing in Amerlca,” reported many actlons and
inactions on the part of USDA, and particularly
the Farmers Home Administration, that have
contributed to this problem;

WHEREAS Black farmers face the same prob-
lems as all other farmers, including low prices
and high Interest rates, and they. must face
the additional problems of racism and
discrimination; D

BE IT RESOLVED Discrimlnation and FimHA and
Farin Credit System practices must end immedi-
ately, and there must be more minority person-
nel within these agencies, e¢specially at the
county decislon-making level, and more
minorlty representation on ASCS, FmHA, and
other agricultural advisory committees;

BR IT FURTHER RESOLVED Speclal programs’
through the 1890 Land Grant Colleges and.
community-based organizations ' should be
established to provide specfal technical
asslstance services for each county to assisi
minority, small, and low income producers;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED That ln the southeast,
after offering land in the PmHA inventory to the
orlginal owners for repurchase, no {ess than
20% of this land be made available to new and
existing Black farmers with adequate (Inanclng;
BR IT PURTHER RESOLVED The Department of
Justice must insure that the rights of all minori-
tles to equal opportunitles In deallngs with
agricultural lenders and programs, public and
private, are protected. -

WHEREAS The Native American people in the
United States have lost over 88 million acres of
land since 1887;

WHEREAS The Native American farmers and
ranchers are losing their lands because of liqul-
datlon and foreclosure, and that llterally thou-
sands of these Indlan ranchers are being forced
1o vacate their ranches and farms; and -
WHEREAS The tribal economles of these agri-
cultural tribes are facing recelyership and
bankruptey; - -

DR IT RESOLYED That nattonal policles be estab-
lished to deal with Nallve American govern-
ments to fnsure that Indian owner-operators be
malntained,




WHEREAS The current economic crisls In
agriculture is forcing many producers to sell
their farms at extremely low prices;

WHBREAS Many of these farms are belng
bought by non-farm investors, lending [astitu-
tions, and forelgn corporations;

BE IT RESOLVED All efforts be made to restrict
and control forelgn and non-farm corperate
ownership of fannland, Including the strength-
enlng of existing anti-corporate ownership
laws. N :

WHERRAS Ii1 the 1930’5 a great deal of land was
foreclosed on and then resold to the original
ownetrs or sold to others without the mineral
rights, which was a grave Injustice;

BHIT RESOLVED Mineral rights should stay with
the land.

WHERBAS Lenders are repossessing huge
amounts of agricultural land in every state of'
the natlon; _

WHEREAS Farmers being displaced are victims
of our government's policy of rigged low prices;
‘WHERBAS Land. reform Is essentlal to putting
familes back on farms;

BY 1T RESOLVED Land foreclosed by any lender
be resold to the orlginal owner or, with their
permission, to immedlate family.

WHEREAS The US government has increased
and contlhues to Increase fts acquisition
of private lands through foreclosures and
repossessions; :
WHBREAS The US government's acquisition of
private lands increases taxes to its citizens by
reducing the revenues to local communities;
BE IT RBSOLVED All efforts be made toward the
return of government-owned agricultural and
timber lands acquired by foreclosure or repos-
sesslon, Where possible, this land should be
made avallable through a new “‘Natlonal
Homestead Acl.’” ’

WHERRBAS Tenant farmers who have developed
their rented land in order to build up thelr
bases, olten lose access to this land;

BE IT RESOLVED Tenant farmers must not suffer
economic hardships when they lose thelr
rented land, and some adjusttment shall be
made n future farm programs for tenant
farmers to obtain a *'qualifying base’” on newly
rented land,

WHEREBAS The Federal Government is growing
crops on military bases;

BE IT RESOLVED The Government shiall be pro-
hibited from growlng crops or leasing such mili-
tary land; ‘

WHEREAS Currently a slgnificant nwnber of
agricultural land acres are belng developed for
non-agricultural uses;

WHEREAS Taxes on agricultural land in many

areas are based on values other than the agricul-
tural value of the fand;

WHEREAS The accelerated and non-restrictive
development of land for permanent non-
agricultural purposes Is detrimental to the
natlon; .

B IT RESOLVED The gaveriiment should offer
Incentives to farmland owners to keep ‘their
land 1n agriculture,

WHERRAS BLM and Forestry Departments are

systematlcally denying permlt holders waterl
rights and erosion contro! Improvements and

denying existing grazing rights;

BE IT RESOLVED Federal and state governments

shall take steps to insure protection of the land

and grazing rights,

RURAL ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

WHEREAS The rlpple effects of low farm prices
are being felt all across rural Ainerica, as busi-
nesses, schools, churches, and local govern-
ments are hurt by farmers’ inabllity w0 shop,
support thelr children, or to pay their bills or
taxes; '

WHERBEAS This bas led to the closing of many
rural and agriculiure-related businesses, banks,
churches, hospitals and other community serv-
Ices, thereby creating the loss of many jobs;
WHEREAS This loss of businesses and commu-
nity services has led to the destruction of whale
towns, and the forced exodus of rural residents
to the cities in search of work and adequate
services; -

WHEREAS The de-population of rural America
is enormously wasteful, with the abandonment
of existing rural community Infrastructure, like
schools, houses, roads, sewers, and business
facilitics ‘'on the one hand, and on the other
hand creating the need to build new facllities In
our already over-crowded citles;
BRITRESOLVED All federal, state, and local poli--
cies encouraging the de-population of rural
America be reformed Immediately, and that
new policies be enacted to stabilize, and ulti-
matcly to Increase the number of farm familles
on the land.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED Binergency assistance
should be made available to currently Ineligible
persons, ltke displaced farmers and smalt busi-

ness owners, and thatspecial assistance to these -

Individuals be provided by both state and fed-

“ecral governments;

DR IT FURTHER RBSOLVED Food stamps, fuel
assistance, and other government asslstance
programs should be made available to all rural
people in need, and all factors which often
make farmers anid business people ineligible for
these programs should be removed;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED The United States Con-
gress shall continue to provide adequate funds
to FmHA's Barmer and Housing programs, and
Insure that they are operated as they were origl-
nally intended: to help rural citizens;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED That the US Congress
continue to provide adequate funds for the Bco-
nomic Development Administratlon, the Soll
Conservation Service, the Cooperative BExten-
slon Service and other federal agencies impor-
tant to the rural economy and our way of ife.

WHERRAS The production of raw materlals for
processing Is currently the least profitable Hnk
In the food and feedstocks chain;

BB IT RESOLVND Processing plants, ethanol
productlon facilities and other value-added
industries should be established In rural feed-
stock areas:

BHITFURTHBR RESOLYED That Federal, state and
local governraents enact policles that facilitate

financlal security for locally controlled coopera-
tives, Purthermore, policles should be enacted
that are supportive of Interstate compacts, and
that assist farmers to locally produce, process
and market new and existing crops.

WHEREAS Nearly onc-thlrd of our nation's
citizens and voters live In rural America, outslde
of clties and suburbs; :
WHBREAS Rural people have suffered a great
deal under the current economic and liscal pro-
grams of our government, with very lilesay in
the decisions which deeply alfect our families
and our future;

WHEREAS The US Constltution and Blil of
Rights guarantee each and every person the
right and responsibility of polltical participa-
tion, providing us with peaceful, non-violent
means of changing government policles and
practices which we find harmful 1o owrselves
and our communities;

BH IT KBSOLVED In order to reverse current eco-
nomic and social policies designed 1o liquidate
many family farmers and ranchers, and to
replace these with Parity Farm programs poli-
cies which wil restore profitability to family
agriculture and prosperity to Amcrica, rural
residents must actively participate in electoral
and grassroots politics:

BB IT FURTHER RESOLYED That to achieve true
economic and political democracy in rural
Amerlca, hired non-family workers in agricul-

ture must recelve a falr wage and be afforded the

same protective leglslation in the areas ol unem-
ployment insurance, minimum wage, and
health and safety standards in the workplace,
and child labor and those rights enjoyed by
other workers under the provisions of the
National Labor Relations Act:

DE IT FURTHER RESOLVED Rural citizens should
reject all calls for violent confrontatlons and all
attempts to blame particular religlous ot ethnic
groups for the rural economic crisis.

TAX AND FISCAL POLICIES

WHEBRBAS Instead of insuring farmers and
ranchers of fair ptices In the marketplace, Con-
gress has often enacted tax loopholes suppos-
edly to help producers, but which have
primarily beneflted non-farm investors and

speculators who, are buying out family opera-

tors forced out by the crisis;

WHEREAS Tax loopholes, and write-offs agains;
non-farm Income, have enabled non-farm
Investors to unfalrly compete against family
operators, who must earn their llving from sell-
Ing their production ata profit, not by farming
the tax system”; :

BRIT RESOLVED The current efforts to change the
federal tax law should include the eHmination
of non-farm Income write-off provisions and all
tax incentives for non-farm investors;

B IT PURTHER RESOLVED Tax Incentives (or all
sustalnable agrleultural practices (including
forestry and fishing), and soll/water conserva-
tlon measures should be expanded;

BE IT FURTHER RBSOLVED Tax advantages to
foreclosures must be eliminated,

WHERBAS Rural communities are faclng
extreme shortfalls in tax revenues at the same
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time that demands for publlc service are
increasing;

WHEREAS The current system of basing school
dlstrict funding on property taxes Is ceeating an
enornious burden on property owner;

BRIT RESOLVED School distrlct financing should
be based Increasingly on progressive state
Income taxes;

BR IT FURTHER RESOLVED Property taxes should
})e e:iltercd to be based on productive value ol the
and;

WHEREAS Federal budget deficits are placing an
enarmous drain on the credit markets of the
United States and around the world, driving up
Interest rates to farmers and the rest of society;

WHBRBAS This deficlt Is caused by a combina-
tion of governmeni spending, tax loopholes
which have allowed corporations and wealthy
Individuals to avold paying thelr fair share, and
a lack of earncd Income In the economy,
thereby reduclng tax revenucs;

WHEREAS Onc ol the largest cxpense {tems
creating this deficit Is the fraud, waste and run-
away budget of the Pentagon. Some of these
Pentagon expenditurcs are also used to support
exploftative foreign regimes under which cheap
labor ultimately deprives Amerlcan warkers of
their jobs; :

WHERBAS - Wasteful deficlency payment subsi-
dles used to subsidlze US farm exports are a
huge part of the deflclt, equaling nearly twice
the entlre amount of Gramm-Rudman cuts In
1986;

WHEREAS The Gramm-Rudman bill is making
the situatlon worse, by diverting the public
attention from the real causes of the crisis, and
by forcing cuts in specific programs of enor-
mous benellt to the economy;

WHEREAS The only long-term solution to the
budget crisls Is to restore prosperity to all sectors
ofour econoty, including agriculture and other
ray materlal sectors, not just to defense corpo-
rations and multi-natlonal banks;

BR 1T RESOLvED The Gramm-Rudman Acl
should be rcpealed, and all cuts made be
immediately restored;

DEIT PURTHER RESOLVED That the federal deliclt
be reduced by a comblination of savings through
reduction in Pentagon budgets, elimlnacion of
farm deflclency payment subsldles, once parity
prices are recelved in the marketplace, closing
of tax loopholes, and fiscal responsibility in
government;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED That policymakers
concentrate on restoring prospetlty to the entlre
country as the primary means of resolying the
faderal budget deficlt crisis.

WHEREAS [nheritance tax remains a barrler to
the passing of family farms and ranches down
to daughters and sons who want to contlnue as
agricultural producers;

B IT RESOLVED Inherltance tax law must be
reformed to encourage the passing of farms and
ranches down between generations,

WHEREAS Changes in the tax laws have a sig-
nificant effect on production agriculture and
rural comniunities;

BH IT RESOLVED An impact statement, address-
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ing the cconemlke consequences of prospective
changes in the tax law, be prepared by Congres-
sional policymakers 180 days i advance of
their consideratlon.

WHERRAS Financlal losses incurred by agricul
wral preducers are placing many linancial insti-
witions in danger ol collapse;

BB IT NESOLVED Agrictlture producers be per-
mitled to exchange certain tax losses from
previous years in lieu of their agriculture debt to
lending Institutions;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED These lending Institu-
tlons be allowed to utilize these credits to offset
future Income taxes, thereby averting the need
for continued capital infusion into financlally
troubled agricultural lending institutions,

FOOD ASSISTANCE,
QUALITY, AND SAFETY

WHEREAS Hunger and malnutdtion have
{ncreascd dramatlcally In the United States and
around the world, both among urban and rural
people and farm farallles;

WHBREAS Private efforts o serve the hungry,
including food banks, pantries and ottier com-

munity efforts are taxed beyond their capaclty;

WHERBAS Local community efforts for feeding
the hungry should be supported with food and
financial means to address local needs;
WHERREAS Stored surpluses of grain and com-
modites should be released for disolbution to
domestlc and forelgn food programs with mai-
datory accountability;

WHEREAS Milllons of men, women, and chil-
dren who qualify for food assistance are una-

ware of these programs and are wrongly denied-

beneflis;

WHEREAS Regulations need to be changed at
federal levels: County Supervisor interpreta-
tlons and education of the fariner and Depar(-
ment of Family Services offlce workers should
be mandatory, uniform and nationwide;
wHeRreAS Non-producing asscts should be
deleted (rom state and federal regulations, and
qualifications for assistance shall be based on
taxable Income base;

BELTRESOLYED The entlre Foed Stamp program
shall be reviewed and revised natlonwlde
immediately; :

BH IT FURTHER RESOLVED Each state delegation
at this Parmer and Rancher Congress elect one
representative to oversee regulations, organiza-
tions, and agencles which affect our agricultural
industry;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED Food assistance by
both state and federal governments should be
expanded lo insure that o persons go hungry
or alnourished. Stored unsold stocks should
be released to forelgn and domestle food.

wHERBAS The Introduction of artificlal foad
products, chemical additlves, and food Irradia-
tlon is expanding quite rapidly, often without
regard to full safety conslderations;

PR IT RESOLVED Strict health standards be
applied to any and all food products, additives,
and processes, Including imports, and that eco-
nomic and soclal factors be considered before
approval is glven to these products.

WHEREAS Synthetic bovine growth hormones
{BGH) are currently being reviewed for authori-
zation for commerclal release;

WHEREAS Specific reservatlons about this tech-

nology exist, including effects on human and .

animal health, high costs of the products and
projected Increase cost to taxpayer, and the fiar-
ther lowering of milk prices paid to producers,
destroying the rural economy In our dalry
regions; ) ‘
BE 1t RESOLVED Authorizatlon of commerclal
release of BGH be deferred and demand that
Congress swudy and consider the [ull range of
congequences before any authorlzation of BGH
or any othey synthetic growth hormones,

WHEREAS Prices paid to farmers must be
Increased to protect famlly farmers and
ranchers and to keep our food system out of the
hands of speculators and corporatlons;
WHERBAS Experlence has shown that food
pracessors and distributors have raised retall
faod prices dramatically whenever farmers
have attempted to get fair prices, primarily to plt
consumers agalnst farmers;

WHEREAS Retall food prices have continued to
rise, even when farm prices have fallen, fusther
allenating farmers and consumers; -

DE IT RESOLVED Processors and distributors
must not be permitted to ralse retall food prices

beyond any actual increase In raw agricultural -

products which result from price increase in the
marketplace due to the enactment of a Parity
Farm program;

BEIT FURTHER RUSOLVED Congtess should Inves-
tigate the price fixlng practices of the food
industry, and expand anti-trust leglslation to
allow farmers and ranchers 1o sue for damages
when hurt by monopoly control;

PR IT FURTHER RESOLVED A mutual education
program between. farmers and consumers be
established to improve communications and
cooperation, Including the use of commadit
promotion funds [or this purpose. -

WHEREAS The restoration of fair prices in the
marketplace to farmers wiil add approximately
$14 billion to the ncarly 350 blllion dollars
spent on foed in the United States, an approxi-
mate increase of 4%;

‘WHEREAS This additional cost may be a burden
to the unemployed and others who are unable
to support themselves at this time:

WHERBAS The restoration of falr prices in the
marketplace will save approximately $35 bil-
lion in deficlency payment subsldles in 1986;

BE IT RESOLVED A significant portlon of the
funds saved by restoring falr farm prices will be
used to purchase US farm products to greatly
expand our food asslistance programs, fnclud-
ing food stamps, WIC, and the school milk and
tunch programs to insure that low-income faml-
lies wiil not be hurt;

Y IT FURTHER RBSOLVED Food Assistance pro-
gram regulations should be revlewed and
revised to Insure unified and falr national and
state regulatlons, To assure this takes place, the
House Select Commiuee on Hunger must be
reinstated.

WHBREAS Low farm prices have forced many
producers to greatly expand their use ol fer-
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tilizers and chemicals in hopes of expanding
production; .
WHERBAS There have been numerous incldents
of poisoning of farmers, farmworkers, food han-
dlers, and consumers caused by chiemlcal
residues: )
WHEBRBAS There is increastng market demand
for alternatlve production methods including
low-spray and organic methods;

BE IT RESOLYED Public safety will become a
more primary conslderation in the promotion
of new production methods;

BE IT FURTHER RRSOLVED Alternatlives to energy
and chemlcal intensive methaods of production,
Including organic and integrated pest manage-
ment alternatives, myst be encouraged, espe-
ciafly if' it will lower costs of production and
increase health and well-being, Including
expanded rescarch, (rainlng, and extension
through the private sector as well as through
state and federal governments,

WHERBAS Retail food prices have continued to
rise while prices paid to farmers have fallen;
WHERBAS The end result of this Injustice (s the
farmer’s share of the food dollar falling, while
food prices are at record levels;

BEITRESOLVED Farmers and consumers should
work together in local, producer-controlled
marketing cooperatives to Jower food costs and
to raise the pricerecetved by producers, thereby
Increasing the farmer’s share of the food doller,

RESOLUTION ON
EDUCATION ISSUES

WHEREAS There ls great need for understanding

the Farm Crlsls and its effects on hunger and the -

economy of the nation and the welfare of this
natlon’s people;

WHERBAS The Income [rom raw malterials
produced by.agriculture industries turns over 5
to 7 times in the economy;

BE IT RESOLVED That the economics of agricul-
ture and lts iImportance to the well-belng of our
nation be taught as an essential component at
alllevels of our education system, :

WHEREAS The research and extensfon pro-
grams of 1862 and 1890 Land Grant Colleges are
too often based on a “’bigger is better’” and a
60 Is too old”* philosophy and do not utilize
the existing resources and skills of the rural
citizens; .

WHERRBAS Agricultural research and extension
programs do not adequately serve small,
minority and limited resource farmers:

BH IT RESOLVED That taxpayer-funded research
and extension programs must be monitored by
farmers to assure that they serve the Interests of
family farms, and that they are operated with-
out dlscriminatlon,

WHEREAS It 5 lmportant that the Issues facing
rural Amerlca, and values which undertle rural
life be understood by all Americans;

WHEREAS The media plays a critical educa-
tional role In communicating and explaining
these Issues and values;

BEIT RESOLVED That all research and develop-
ment work carrled out In the Land Grant Col-

lege Systern must be publicly funded and that at
least 50 percent of the R&D budget be allocated
to the development of sustalnable or regenera-
tive alternatives to present agricultural
practices;

BI IT FURTHER RESOLVBD That each Congress
delegate shall develop a clear strategy for pub-
licizing the results of the Congress when they
return home, This should include a ““Letter to
the Editor’ campalgn and personal and ongo-
ing outreach to all area media contacts;
BHITFURTHER RESOLYED That farm groups work
with their local media 10 provide ongoing
assistance and resources In coverlng agricul-
tural issues, and in presenting clear and realistic
portrayal of rural life and rural values;

BEIT FURTHER RESOLVED That farm groups must
develop educattonal outreach and exchange
programs that will communicate our concerns
to urban citizens;

BE 1T FUTHER RESOLVED That local rural media
outlets must take on the role of providing a
“‘grassroots’ communication network on key
issues, and providing informatlon on crisls
resources and assistatice,

DROUGHT IN THE SOUTHEAST

WHEREAS Farmers In the Southeast are hit by
the worst drought In a century:

WHEREAS This drought disaster ls on top of the

worst farm cconomic disaster in 50 years; .
WHBERREAS Farmers and rural communities will
be losing milllons of dollars in lost crop
incomes:

WHERRAS In many counties as much as 90~
100% of the maln cash crops have been lost;
WHEREAS The exodus of family farmers off
thelr land is accelerating to five times the rate of
past years in the Southeast;

WHERBAS Present government programs are
totally Inadequate, flrst putting Farmers in jeop-
ardy with government-imposed low prices,
offering only more loans as relicf;

WHBREAS The nced for direct assistance
through hay, grain and seed reliel will continue
to be needed Into the spring and even fall of
1987;

WHERBAS Farmers from the Midwest, North,
West and all over our country, who are in
desperate need themselves due to the present
farim economic depression, have opened thelr
hearts and created a mass movement *‘farmer
to farmer’’ providingreliefand setting an exam-
ple for government and the rest of the nation;
WHIREAS Farmers have demonstiated to the
country what can be done If we unite and join
together In {inding help and solutions for our
emergencies;

WHERHAS Grain bins In the Midwest are over-
flowing while farmers are starving;

BBIT RESOLVED That an hnmediate moratorlum
on all farm and home foreclosures and forced
liquidations be enacted;

DE IT FURTHER RBSOLVED That the federal
governmeni make surplus and stored grain
available to limited resource farmers at no cost,
based on loss and assessed need, but without
counting any crop insurance payments; this Is
done to provide rellef to Southeast farmers,

Create an opportunity for higher prices for Mid-
wesl [armers and lower tax payer costs;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED That our “'farmer to
farmer” efforts to provide donated hay and
grain to farmers in need must continue and
bulld upon the strength of uniting farmers
across geographic, racial and commodijty lines:
and which has shown the power of Joint
involvement of community organizations,
churches, labor unlons and citizens groups
cooperating to solve problems; and which has

. the power to generate a more permanent and

lasting government supported and financed
solution to the drought and other problems
facing family farmers in the Southeast,

BE IT PURTHER RESOLVED That the US Senate
pass H.R. 5288 emeigency drought legislation,
with the Inclusion of the following fist of
specific changes. .

PROPOSED CHANGES
INH.R, 5288
09/04/86

SECTION 2 DEFINITIONS: Add “hall damage'
or “excessive hail damage’ to the list of dls-
asters In 2.(1). .
SECTION 3 EMERGENCY FEED DONATIONS: In
3 (@) add language which distinguishes
belween contract growers and integrators so
that the benefits go directly to the contract
growers, esp, in poultry and swine operations,
In 3 (b) (1} (A and B) add language to clarify
and specify what conditions apply to the Secre-
tary’s walver of the 72-hour supply rule and
how the reasonable expectation of significant
losses will be determined.

SECTION 4 EMERGENCY LIVESTOCK FRED
ASSISTANCE: In 4 (a) (1) add language which
extends this coverage to individual farmers and
ranchers who demonstrate need aven if they are
not located in officlally deslgnated dlsaster
counties; and change the reimbursement level
from 50 percent of cost to 80 percent of cost,
SECTION 5 DISASTER PAYMENT PROGRAM: In
5 (a) add to the list of covered producers so that
it includes hay, tobacco, orchards, vegetable
crops, efc, .

SECTION 6 MILK PROGRAM PRODUCER
ASSESSMENTS: Change the language of 6 (a)
and (b) so that milk producers do not Incur
double assessment payments or so that the pay-
ments are deferved until the end of the program,
SEGTION 7 COST-SHARING FOR SOIL CONSER-
VATION ETC: In 7 (b) change “’not less than 50
percent” to /100 percent,’”

SHCTION 8 PAYMENTS: No changes suggested In
the meeting. '

SHCTION 9 CREDIT FOREBEARANCE: In 9 (l)
and (2) the existing “should”” and *are
encouraging” soft language 10 ““must’’ and *“are
required”’ language. In additlon, insert a for-

- mula, such as commodity prices (alling below x

level, which will specifically determine when
an area Is considered an economic or natural
dlsaster area,

SHCTION 10 COORDINATION OF ASSISTANCE
EPFORTS: Thls whole section should be
redrafted from ils present *‘sense of Congress'’
form iInto specific legistation to bring the coordj-
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natlon of agricultural disastér assistance into
line with the assistance coordination structures
already used by FBMA [n other kinds of disaster
assistance,

DIRECT ACTION

As a result of the United Farmer and Rancher

Congress non-violent DIRBCT ACTION will be

taken coordinated natlonwide through a

natlonal phone tree headed by the Congress

Srate Coordinator with local lnput to:

A. Bringattention to the urgency of the national
vural crisis with the elting of specific
solutlons,

B. Bducate,. soliclt and mobilize urban and
rural support—domestic and International,

C. Blect pro-tamlly farm candidates on a nou-.

pattisan basis.
D. Lobby and Impact state and national
legislatlon.
In conclusion, all people are encouraged to be
COURAGEOUS, AFFIRMING, INVOLVED,
CRBATIVE, and SPECIFIC when addressing
DIRECT ACTION.
* NOTE: This commitiee recominends that the Coordi-
nators of this Congresscompife and distribute a book of
lsluct:(cj:ssrul local direct acdon with resourcefal people
sted.. .
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MINORITY REPORT

ECONOMIC & POLITICAL DEFENSH
. OF THE FEDERAL RESERVE SYSTEM

PART IO

The Resolution contalned in- the U.RR.C.
credit platform calling for repeal of the Federal
Reserve Act of 1913 is not in the best Interest of
our natfon’s agriculiural economy. Such action
would destabilize both credi( resources and the
general agriculiure economy by creating a pork
bartel economy in which the wealthy and polit-

Acally powerful could contro] both national, fis-

cal and monctary policy.

An Independent Pedera] Reserve, free from
the dlrect political tom-foolery of Congress and
the Presidency is most able to administer and
regulate for the good of'all classes of Americans.
Controlling and regulating a stagnam and sick
cconoty, as we are experiencing today, is no
way to win frlends, Many diverse groups of
Americans blame everything on the Federal
Reserve lrom trade Imbalance to Inflaton. The
fact is that the Pederal Reserve must adminlster
fis policy in an lmperfect world made more
Imperfect by runaway Congressional deficit
spending, lil-advised trade polley, catastrophle
farm programs, unfalr tax policy, ete. The
“Fed,” In effect of all this, becomes a national
Hightnlng rod for the political storms brewing
now throughout our natlon among many
diverse groups of Americans, The Federal
Reserve may not be perfectly innocent on all
counts, but it does often take unwarranted ctiti-
cism that would be more appropriately directed
at Congress, " '

We In the farm movement need to launch a
public education program to enlighten some of
our lellow farmers, Some of our frlends and
nelghbors are obsessed so deeply with the
abuses of the Federal Reserve, they have their
eyes closed to abuses n other sectors of society
and goveriunent.

COMPILED AND SUBMITTED BY:

JAMES ZBHB
ILLINOIS DELEGATH, U.ER.C,
RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEB MEMBER

MINORITY REPORT

INELUENCE ON COALITIONS OF
URR.C. PARAGRAPH FIFTEEN OF
CREDIT PLATFORM

PART I
Progressive farm organizations, Including

friends in organized labor, advocacy groups,
anti-defamatlion leagucs, etc., have come to be

‘wary of the call (0 abolish the Federal Reserve.

In some instances, those Individuals and groups
making the call are motivated by a demented,
extremist, political philosophy (hat encom-
passes anti-Semltism, antf-Catholictsm, and a
twisted beliel In the dynamlcs of local econo-
mles and local law as the highest order of
govermment, While, certalnly, not all advocar-
ing an end to the Federal Reserve System are
extremist in thelr political beliefs, “*abolishing
the Fed’” has become synonymous with right-
wing, para-milltary, hate peddlers to many
polltically active Americans.”

Since most of our efforts in organizing coall-
tious are directed at those people and groups of
the more liberal political persuasion, itbecomes
Imperative to discourage the obsession some of
our farmers have with abolishing the Federal
Reserve System. 1 doubt many of our farmers
could ever hape to qualify as bona fide, Mrst
order, extremists, we must be vigllant, never-
theless, in the tone we sel in our farm pollcy,
The inclusion of paragraph filteen ol the credit
policy of the U.ER.C. Is s0 inconsistent with the
message of thetotal policy draft, it is somewhat
ludicrous, However, the first questlon emerging
from our liberal St, Louls frlends was, '*Why are
farmers so Inconsistent In their political
beltels?”’ *“Wherc are they really, in the political
spectrum?’’

1t Is doubt thac wlll prevent successful coall-
tion building, We need more awareness In our
farm ranks about the value of good, consistent,
political platforms so our friends In organized
labor and other supporting groups see us as
solid in our political stance and style, Repeal of
the Pederal Reserve Actof 1913, as Is written in
the Credit Pollcy of the U.ER.C, Platlorm,
makes us appear a trifle confused, if not down-
right wackot

COMPILED AND SUBMITTED BY:

JAMES ZEEB
ILLINOIS REPRESENTATIVE TO
RESOLUTIONS COMMITTER




REGIONAL COORDINATORS

Alabama/Mississippi ' Indiana Montana/Wyoring Pennsylvanla/N.J./Delaware

George Paris Susan Bright Brant Quick Arden Tewlsbury

California/Nevada Towa Nebraska South Dakola

Wayne Meyer Pat Eddy Betty Fuchser Craig Severtson

California/Arizona : Kansas New York/Conn./R.1./Mass. Texas

Walt Shubin Linda Currie Tom West Alberto Luera

Colotado/ Utah Kentucky/Tennessee North Catolina Texas/New Mexico
_ Bill Glover Hal Hamilton Betly Bailey V.B. Mortis

Florida : Loulsiana North Dakota Vermont

Fred Willlams Don Bwing Sue Retka Shill Anthony Pollina

Georgia/South Carolina Michlgan Ohlo Virginia

Shirley Sherrod DeVere Noakes Dorathy Ellinwood Rick Cagan

Idaho Minnesota Oklahoma/Texas/Arkansas Wisconsin

llene Meyers Jim Hare Terry Hyman Carole Harsh

HHlinls : ' Missouri Oregon/ Washington

Lioyd Reiser : Dave Arensberg Jon Chandler

STEERING COMMITTEE

 American Agricultuire Movernent Towa Farm Unlty Coalition

- National Save the Family Farm Coalition

David Senter, Corky Jones - Dixon Terry Helen Waller”
Family Farm Organizing Resource Center National Catholic Rural Life Conference North American, Farin Alliance
Clare Zimmerman . Greg Cusack Merle Hansen, Carol Hodne

Farm Aid , National Council of Chutrches

Women Involved in Farm Economtics
Naioma Benson

Carolyn Mugar Mary Ellen Lloyd

Farmers Falr Credit Committee National Farsmers Organization

Cecll Huff - Bd Trvdy

Federation of Southern Cooperatives National Farmers Untion ,
Ralph Palge Howard Lyman Anne Kanten, UERC Chair

NATIONAL COORDINATING STAFF

Coordinator ' Fleld Director ' Consultant

Toni Kelley Ellen Kurz John Rendon/Capitol Services, Inc,
SPECIAL THANKS TO:

Bill Fleming, Blll Gaflery, Jim King/Northeastern University, Fred Lundgren, Crosby
and Paul Milne/institute for Bffective Action, Mark Ritchie, Pat Sweeney, John Stygles,
George West/Institwte for Cultural AMairs, and Harvey Stelner and the crew at
Stats for U {for their donation of reprographic services),

Special appreciation to Joel Cherry, Jody Hischer, Willie Nelson, Willie Nelson and Family, and BIT Witliff,
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