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General TTIP rationale: SPS and TBT 
consequences 

• TABC: remove trade ‘irritants’ to grow jobs 
and the economy

• USTR claim for jobs/ag exports

• Same USTR negotiator for Market Access 
and SPS

• EU will ‘retro-fit’ all EHS law to promote jobs 
and growth



‘Beyond WTO’: 
Proposed TTIP mechanisms

• US-EU HLWG on Jobs and Growth: TTIP SPS 
consultative group

• Regulatory convergence and coherence 
chapter (cross-sectoral)

• Investor State Dispute Settlement: private 
tribunals vet public law

• Apply ISDS to SPS and TBT disputes?



Sample demands: Grains and oilseeds

• USTR,BIO and Eurobio: commercialize 70 GM 
seed ‘events’ reviewed by EFSA as ‘safe’

• U.S. Grains Export Council: automatic 
approval of GM multi-trait seeds, if single 
traits are EFSA approved

• Crop Life America: EU rules on pesticides as 
endocrine disruptors too stringent: 40% cut 
to U.S. ag exports



Sample demands: meat hygiene

• EU beef and lamb exports to U.S. per OIE 
BSE “controlled risk” standard

• Allow EU banned growth hormones in U.S. 
meat exports , per Codex votes

• Allow import of U.S. meat rinsed with diluted 
chlorine

• Import of privately inspected meat violates 
EU conflict of interest law







Emerging food technology issues

• 1986 U.S. Agricultural Biotechnology 
Framework inapplicable to emerging tech

• Ca. 300 food-related products with 
nanomaterials (2013 CFS inventory)

• Almost no nano-specific regulation

• TBT ISDS dispute due to EU labeling of 
products with nanomaterials?


