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A new report, issued today by IATP and Food & Water Watch titled "Bridging the GAPs: 

Strategies to Improve Produce Safety, Preserve Farm Diversity and Strengthen Local Food 

Systems" explains why the current (non) food safety system for produce growers needs to 

change, and offers several ideas on how to improve safety and balance the playing field for 

small, diversified and organic farms. 

Currently, a patchwork of public and private protocols are being used ostensibly to ensure food 

safety on produce farms, including the federal Good Agriculture Practices (GAPs), the Leafy 

Greens Marketing Agreement (LGMA), private industry “super metrics,” and international food 

safety protocols. In the absence of federal regulations governing on-farm food safety, private 

industry third party auditors are quickly becoming the standard—not only for companies, but 

also for larger institutional buyers like hospitals or schools. 

But these private industry protocols are geared almost exclusively towards large-scale, single 

crop operations. For small and diversified farms, the industry requirements effectively close 

them out of the market. Audit requirements differ greatly among buyers, most require extensive 

documentation, testing and other added costs; and many requirements conflict with those of 

environmental programs supported by state and federal agencies.  

“Most produce-related food-borne illnesses have been traced to processors, not to the farm,” said 

IATP's Marie Kulick in today's press release. “For farmers, it’s important to have transparent, 

inclusive standards that reflect the diversity of U.S. farm operations. A nationally supported 

produce safety program can benefit everyone—more farms participating, safer food for 

consumers.”  

View the full report here and get more information at IATP.org and foodandwaterwatch.org. 
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