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Consumption in China 

Growth of Meat Consumption



Animal Welfare Cost 
of Meat Consumption Increase 



Consequences of Intensive Production 

 Animal heath threat 

 Over 200 diseases 
 Simultaneous outbreak of several diseases

 repeated infections

 Drug resistance 
 Disease caused by suppressed immune system , an 

obstacle to disease control and prevention 

 Higher frequency of disease outbreaks

 Pig foot-mouth disease outbreaks

 Now:  once every 2 to 3 years

 Before: once every 5 to 10 years

Source: Zhongliang Xiong and Diping Xu, “The current state  of China’s major animal 
epidemics and their control and prevention strategies” (woguo zhongda dongwu 
yibing liuxing xianzhuang jiqi fangkong celue), Hebei Journal of Animal and 
Veterinary Sciences, No. 12, 2007, pp. 22-24. 



Consequences of Intensive Production

Yang Ning, Chief Scientist of China Laying Hen 
Production Technology System

“If epidemics were the cause of the safety 
problem of livestock products, then this 
industry were not on the right track. 
Unfortunately, epidemics is the root-cause.”

Source: Zhao Peipei, “Dissecting the current state of China’s poultry 
industry,” Journal of China Veterinary Orientation (shouyi daokan), No. 
5,2013, p.4. 



Human Welfare Impact



Humane Welfare Impact

China Youth Daily
7% overweight    1982

15%                 2006

1 out of 4 adults,  2011

Obese children up by 28 times between 1997-2011

Overweight population: 325 million, 2011
(Source: http://finance.chinanews.com/jk/2012/02-02/3637807.shtml) 

The People’s Daily 
120 million obese under 18

12% obese and 30% overweight of those over 18

Weight gain faster in 10 years than West in 30 years
(Source: Jin Haxing, “China’s obese population on the rise” China Daily, 2-22-
2013http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2013-02/22/content_16249767.htm) 

http://finance.chinanews.com/jk/2012/02-02/3637807.shtml
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2013-02/22/content_16249767.htm


Humane Welfare Impact

Diabetes in Chinese Adults

According to a recent JAMA study estimate 
(2013:310[9]):948-959

113.9 million Chinese adults having diabetes

493.4 million with pre-diabetes 
--------------

*11.6% Chinese adults v. 11.3% of Americans with 
diabetes

* In 1980, less than 1% Chinese with diabetes 
(Source: The Associated Press, “China Now Leads the World in Diabetes Cases”

The New York Times, March 26, 2010 via 
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/03/26/world/asia/26iht-diabetes.html?_r=0) 

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/03/26/world/asia/26iht-diabetes.html?_r=0


Humane Welfare Impact

 Explosion of cardiovascular diseases  (CVD)
 230 million with CVD

 Hypertension, 200 million  

 Stroke, 7 million

 myocardial infarction, 2 million 

 heart failure, 4.2 million

 pulmonary heart disease,  5 million

 rheumatic heart disease, 2.5 million 

One out of five adults suffers from CVD. 

Source: Report on Cardiovascular Disease in China, 2010

http://www.besjournal.com/Articles/Archive/archive/No3/20
1207/P020120712460143315034.pdf

http://www.besjournal.com/Articles/Archive/archive/No3/201207/P020120712460143315034.pdf


Humane Welfare Impact

 Cancer 
 An 80% increase of death from cancer (1980-

2010)

 some 1.8 million cancer-caused deaths each year 

 2.6 million new cancer patients each year 

 number of cancer patients on the rise 
- Chen Zhu, Minister of Public Health of China

(http://news.sohu.com/20100826/n274479646.shtml) 

Report on Cardiovascular Diseases in China 2010
 Linking meat consumption to CVDs  

(Mongolians and Tibetans)

http://news.sohu.com/20100826/n274479646.shtml


Regime Security Impact

 Capacity of health care provision  
 Shortage of hospital beds

 17% of public health spending on diabetes

 Rising expenses of hospitalization

 Medical coverage yet to be developed 

 Public health, a new threat to regime 
stability!  



Looking Ahead 

 Will intensive production continue?

 Yes! 
 Urban-rural consumption gap

Urban-Rural Meat Consumption : 2011 

Urban Rural

20.63 kg 14.42 kg [pork]

3.95 kg 1.9 kg [beef/mutton]

10.59 kg 4.54 kg [chicken]

Rural residents: 50% of the population

e.g., 650 million people



Looking Ahead 

 Will intensive production continue?

 Yes! 
 Meat supply, a regime security concern! 

 “Strategic pork reserve” mechanism

 Animal agriculture and rural growth

 30% to 35% in total rural GDP at present

 50% or more in the future

 Animal agriculture

 Growth generator of rural economy

 A major job creator

 Per capita consumption lower than the West (2009)

China: 60 kg (FAOSTAT)    USA: 175.7 kg (USDA)



Looking ahead

Epidemic outbreak and consumer response

H5N1
 1996/1997 infecting 42 Chinese as of Jan 2012

(Source: WHO 
http://www.who.int/influenza/human_animal_interface/H5N1_avian_influenza_update.pdf) 

H7N9
 207 lab confirmed infection cases  since January 1 2014 

(Source: WHO  http://www.who.int/csr/don/archive/year/2014/en/) 

70 cases in Guangdong, 14 death 

http://www.who.int/influenza/human_animal_interface/H5N1_avian_influenza_update.pdf
http://www.who.int/csr/don/archive/year/2014/en/


Looking Ahead 

Food safety awareness
 New consumption characteristics

 From price to product safety

 Revival of vegetarianism
 7 million vegetarians


